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The Foundation Series 8 page insert 
From the Editor Contents 
The publishing of a curriculum is a major effort and is a 
ma jo r event in the life of a church. For almost five years 
the Brethren in Christ have been involved in the planning, 
writing, and editing of The Foundation Series. 
This new curriculum, which will be ready for use in 
September , will be introduced to the churches during April 
and May . During March training conferences are being 
held to equip persons to assist Sunday schools in the use of 
the material . 
We are pleased to emphasize this curriculum in this 
issue of the V I S I T O R . The article by John Arthur Bru-
baker gives the doctrinal f ramework for the curriculum. 
The article on pages 12 and 13 by Cornelia Lehn is built 
around the lesson structure used in the teachers' guides. 
The insert gives an overall view of the curriculum. 
Severa l years ago an influential evangelical or-
ganization at its annual meeting went on record in sup-
port of capital punishment. I, in some personal cor-
respondence to my brethren, took exception to the stand. I 
confess my surprise when I learned that many of my breth-
ren favored capital punishment. Then I find that accord-
ing to the study Anabaptists: Four Centuries Later only 33 
percent of the Brethren in Christ participating in the 
survey are opposed to this ul t imate penalty. 
The article by Don Shafer on page 7 places this issue be-
fore us and raises questions which should arise out of our 
Christian concern. I hope the article is well read and dis-
cussed. If the survey referred to above is correct it appears 
that the writer and the editor are among the minority. 
I did find it of interest to note that the survey which 
found only 33 percent opposed to capital punishment 
found 61 percent opposed to Christians participating in 
war. 
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Cost: $3 Registration Fee to be sent by April 2 and $27 
to be paid upon arrival. 
For more information: (Write) 
Women Alone Feminar 
Route 2, Box 75 
Mifflintown, Pa. 17059 
CHA Convention 
The theme for the 109th Annual Convention of the 
Christian Holiness Association is "Someth ing Beautiful ." 
The site of the convention is the Denver Hilton Hall, 
Denver, Colorado. The date is April 12-14. 
A list of speakers will be found on page nine of this 
issue. 
Simon A. Lehman, Jr. , Brethren in Christ representa-
tive to the Christ ian Holiness Association encourages 
Church Boards to assist pastors in at tending'a C H A Con-
vention. 
Brother Lehman would be interested in knowing of 
those who are planning to at tend. You may write to him: 
Box 339, Rou te 1, Duncannon, Pa . 17020; or call him 717 
834-5410. 
Women Alone Feminar 
April 15 ,16 ,17 ,1977 
If you are a single woman, separated, divorced or 
widowed and would like a Weekend Retreat , this is for 
you! 
Place: C a m p Hebron (located north of Harr isburg near 
Halifax, Pa.) 
Theme: Holy Living Wholly. 
Speakers: Ruth Dourte, Rev. Elbert Smith. 
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Editorial 
The Congregation 
A n OBVIOUS characteristic of the church of The Acts 
was a sense of community. They shared their goods. They 
visited in each other's homes. They worshipped together. 
They addressed each other as brothers and sisters. They 
loved each other with a special kind of love—a brotherly 
love. They continued in the apostles' doctrine. 
Clearly, these early Christians had not just been saved 
from something. They had been converted to something. 
They were part of a new people. Peter writes: "Once you 
were no people but now you are God's people" (I Peter 
2:10). 
There is a recovery in our time, and I believe among the 
Brethren in Christ, of this early church sense of com-
munity. To become a Christian is more than being saved, 
it is to become part of the people of God. 
The basic expression of this sense of community—of 
being a part of God's people—is seen in the local congre-
gation. Here is a community of caring and worship and 
witness. This is the setting where the Bible is studied and 
the Word preached. Here the faith is taught and disciple-
ship supported. 
To the gathering of the congregation the members bring 
their children. In a believers' church children prior to con-
version are not members of the church but they are a part 
of the congregation. They worship with their parents and 
the other children and adults. They share in the fellowship 
and observe the adults in their relations to each other and 
their life in the world. In and through all of this the con-
gregation teaches the children in its midst—children of be-
lievers and children from non-Christian homes as well. 
Among the tools available to a congregation in its teach-
ing ministry is a curriculum. By a curriculum resources are 
furnished to permit volunteer teachers to share in the 
teaching ministry. A balanced coverage of the Scriptures is 
provided. 
The Foundation Series has been prepared to assist the 
congregation in its teaching ministry. It provides an ap-
proach to the Scriptures which allows careful and in-depth 
study of the Bible with a clear focus on Jesus Christ. The 
curriculum is based on the need for children and youth to 
make that responsible decision which we understand as 
conversion. The curriculum takes seriously Jesus' teach-
ing of a life of discipleship and holy living which is seen as 
our response to God's love and grace. 
It is the nature and indeed the very essence of the Chris-
tian faith that each generation pass on the faith to the next 
generation. Each generation needs to be taught and evan-
gelized. This has not really happened until the next gene-
ration has made the Christian faith its own in a personal 
experience of conversion and an identification with God's 
people. 
It is to this task that the new curriculum is com-




A STUDY which was done several years ago among 
several denominations, including the Brethren in Christ, 
revealed that nearly one in six Brethren in Christ finish col-
lege and many of these go on into graduate studies. 
One of the traditional requirements for graduate studies 
and a post-graduate degree is a research project and a dis-
sertation. 
I have on occasion come across the titles of these dis-
sertations and a description of the research projects. 
Aware that I am hardly in a good position to judge, I do 
have a strong feeling that if the titles I have seen are 
typical, many research projects are very limited in their 
usefulness. The dissertations gather dust, seldom referred 
to. 
It is my judgment that there are many real issues and 
practical questions which would meet the requirements for 
research projects. Many of these are part of the church's 
life and ministry. If these problems and questions were 
articulated I believe that many could become the basis for 
graduate students' research. 
It seems to me that here is an opportunity for the church 
to obtain research data on issues which affect her min-
istry. At the same time, graduate students would be 
rendering service to the church—a sort of Voluntary 
Service in scholarship. 
I am suggesting that those with concern for the life and 
future of the church propose ideas and areas of church life 
which call for study. These could be held in a reservoir of 
ideas from which graduate students could draw as they 
seek research projects. 
I am under no illusions that this will alter post-graduate 
study. But I do envision that if the church takes this oppor-
tunity seriously we could have within the next decade three 
or five research studies which could be of invaluable 
service to the church. 
For starters I would suggest studies in the area of the 
Brethren in Christ understanding of conversion. What do 
we understand distinguishes the experience of conversion 
from other spiritual experiences? What is the Brethren in 
Christ understanding of original sin? Research could be 
done relating to the Brethren in Christ involvement in 
church growth. 
There needs to be some entity designated to receive and 
hold these ideas and to make these known and available. 
Perhaps Messiah College could designate a faculty office 
to receive and hold suggestions and to counsel Brethren in 
Christ going into graduate study. Perhaps the fledgling 
Brethren in Christ Historical and Theological Society, 
which took its first step at an organizing meeting at the 
past General Conference, would assume this role. 
Until this proposal is picked up by some group or dies a 
natural (and perhaps a deserving) death we will receive 
suggestions and for the immediate future publish these as 
"Letters to the editor." 
Z 




John Arthur Brubaker 
F O R some t ime we have been hear-
ing about The Foundation Series, a 
Sunday school curriculum being de-
veloped for use by our congregations. 
We are aware that it is designed to re-
flect an Anabapt is t understanding of 
the Scriptures and of Christian life 
and practice. 
Our interest grows. But there are 
questions. 
One of them is: " W h a t are the doc-
trinal foundations upon which the cur-
riculum is being built? What will it 
teach our children?" 
This, indeed, is an important ques-
tion! A curriculum to be effective in 
interpreting and communicat ing the 
Christian faith must, first of all, be 
faithful to biblical revelation. Further , 
it needs to reflect the faith, life, and 
heritage of those who use is. And it 
needs to mesh with the total message 
of the congregation and denomina-
tion. 
John Zercher states in his article, A 
House Divided, " T h a t which is taught 
in the Sunday school hour needs to be 
consistent with that which is preached 
in the worship hour. Like the pro-
verbial k ingdom—a teaching min-
istry divided against itself cannot 
stand. It will confuse rather than edify; 
The writer is Executive Director, Board of 
Christian Education. He is also serving as 
editor. Grades 7 and H, The Foundation Series. 
tear apart rather than build up; foster 
diversity rather than unity." (Edi-
tor ia l in the Evangelical Visitor, 
March 25, 1976. Reprinted in the 
Gospel Herald, May 4, 1976.) 
In June of 1972 when The Founda-
tion Series was yet an embryonic idea, 
leaders from eight denominational 
g r o u p s met at C a m p A m i g o in 
southern Michigan to explore the pos-
sibility of a cooperative curriculum 
venture. They asked essentially the 
same question indicated above. 
In r e s p o n s e , J . C . W e n g e r , 
respected Bible teacher and faculty 
member of the Associated Mennonite 
Biblical Seminaries, identified and 
defined twenty major doctrines of the 
New Testament, as understood by 
Anabaptists . These he summarized in 
a "Doctr inal Overview." 
This "Doctr inal Overview" along 
with several qualifying considerations 
was subsequently adopted as the basic 
guide for The Foundation Series 
writers and editors. It answers the 
question regarding the doctrinal foun-
dations of the curriculum. It is printed 




The Foundation Series 
We understand a New Testament 
confession of faith to include such 
items as the following: 
We believe in one God—Father , 
Son, and Holy Spirit. 
We believe that Jesus Christ was 
God in the flesh, that He taught us 
God 's way of life, that He died for our 
sins, and that by His death He broke 
the enslavement of the demonic forces 
of evil over us, and gave us total 
liberation. 
We believe that He arose from the 
dead in the body in which He had 
suffered, and that in His glorified body 
He is now enthroned at the right hand 
of the Father. 
We believe that this ascended Christ 
joined the Father in sending the Holy 
Spirit upon His waiting people on the 
day of Pentecost. 
We believe that Christ continues to 
baptize with the Holy Spirit those 
converts who turn from sin to God. 
We also believe that each conver-
sion is the blessed result of the con-
victing and wooing power of the Holy 
Spirit and we recognize the gifts, fruit, 
and sanctifying work of the Holy 
Spirit. 
We believe in the separation of the 
church and state, and that the only au-
thorities in the church are the Word of 
God and the Spirit of God. 
We believe that it is the privilege 
and the commission of the members of 
Christ 's church to witness to all men 
that Christ died for them, and that 
God desires the salvation of all. We 
are called to penetrate the world about 
us as instruments of redeeming love in 
fulfillment of the Great Commission. 
Those who repent and are ready to 
m a k e the c o m m i t m e n t s of bap -
t ism—i.e . , fa i th fu l discipleship to 
Chris t—are to be given water bap-
tism. Baptism with water is both a 
confession of faith in Christ and a 
commission to share the Good News 
with others. 
We believe that infants and children 
stand in no need of any ceremony, for 
it was Christ Himself who gave the 
assurance that they are in the king-
dom of God. [It is recognized that the 
participating groups view children as 
coming to a consciousness of account-
ability at varying ages and, therefore, 
such themes as Sin and Salvation will 
be included in the materials at vary-
ing levels]. 
We believe that true disciples of 
Christ are ever ready to take up their 
individual crosses—to be ready, even 
unto death, to bear whatever it may 
cost them to follow Christ faithfully. 
This involves a readiness to accept in-
justice in meekness and love. It in-
volves the renunciation of violence and 
bloodshed in human relations, and it 
forbids service in the military. This 
call to peace and nonviolence is under-
stood to be biblically based. 
We believe that membership in the 
church involves a readiness to give 
counsel and to accept counsel f rom the 
brotherhood. It is the duty of the 
brotherhood to do everything possible 
by prayer, by affirming each member , 
by encouragement, and by warning, to 
ass is t each m e m b e r to s p i r i t u a l 
maturity of faith and life. Each dis-
ciple is under the discipline of the 
Word of God and the Spirit of God . 
We understand the Christian life to 
be one of careful obedience to Christ 
and His New Testament, both in its 
spirit and in its letter. We understand 
this to involve the renunciation of 
seeking to be wealthy, to exclude all 
oaths, and not to look for honorific 
titles. 
to page five 
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FOUNDATIONS FOR FAITH 
from page four 
We look to the Holy Spirit to effect 
in each believer a spirit of brokenness 
and continuous penitence, ever ready 
to accept correction from the brother-
hood, and filled with the peace and joy 
of the Holy Spirit. 
We understand that salvation and 
all the subsequent blessings of the 
Christian life are appropriated by 
faith; that salvation is a gift of grace 
through faith and not by human 
works. 
We understand the ordinances 
(sacraments) of the church to be joyful 
group celebrations of the blessings of 
being in Christ. 
We anticipate that the style of life of 
Christians should be a witness to, and 
rebuke to those who live in secu-
larism, in carnality, in violence and 
bloodshed, in materialism, and in any 
other form of that revolt against God 
and His will which the Bible de-
signates as sin and disobedience. This 
calls for a lifestyle of faithful steward-
ship of gifts and material resources en-
trusted to us. 
We accept the Bible as God's Word 
written, we read it in simple faith, and 
in the power of the Holy Spirit we seek 
to make it the rule of our faith and life. 
We understand that the Christian 
should witness against every form of 
personal sin and social injustice. Al-
though the Christian life is a warfare 
against the demonic forces in society 
and in human nature, yet even in its 
suffering it is one of deep peace and 
holy joy. 
We understand the earmark of the 
Christian to be caring love, both for 
those already in the church, and for 
those who have not yet found the 
Savior and His way of holiness and 
obedience. 
We look forward in joyful hope to 
the glorious return of our Lord Jesus 
Christ as the Savior of the church and 
the judge of the world. 
F o c u s o n T V — 3 
CAN JT BE TflMED? 
Larry Kehler 
T H E Q U E S T I O N has two sides: (1) 
Can concerned persons control the 
impact of television in their own 
homes and communities? (2) Can 
groups such as the church master its 
technology and its cost sufficiently to 
use it as a way of communicating their 
messages and concerns to much 
broader audiences? 
I. Controlling the impact. The two 
earlier articles have already suggested 
a number of ways in which control can 
be exercised. There are two basic ways 
of doing this: (1) We can try to do the 
filtering and screening at the receiving 
end, and/or (2) we can exert pressures 
on the program producers and adver-
tisers to change programs that are not 
to our liking. 
The most clear-cut way of regu-
lating TV's outpourings is to have no 
set at all. While this approach is 
simple and attractive, it does have 
several problems. The most serious 
one is that few families are choosing it. 
Another is that it eliminates the op-
portunity of seeing some of tele-
vision's more worthwhile offerings, it 
This is the third and final article of a series on 
Television. The writer, former editor of The 
Mennonite is a pastor in Winnipeg. 
also tends to set up situations where 
the children do their viewing "under-
ground." Control and dialogue thus 
become delicate, if not impossible. 
But if you have a set, what do you 
do? 
—Budget your personal or your 
family's viewing time. Decide on the 
optimum amount of time that viewing 
will be permitted during the course of 
the week. Stick to this guideline rather 
firmly, but not inflexibly. There may 
be weeks when there isn't enough good 
viewing available to fill the allotted 
time, and there may be other occa-
sions when you may wish to go some-
what beyond the budgeted amount of 
time. The important thing is to "watch 
for a reason," suggests Stewart 
Hoover, the media education person 
for the Church of the Brethren. 
—Do as much viewing as possible as 
a family. Parents are thus present to 
answer concerns and questions aris-
ing from a program, and they know 
what the children are seeing. Deliber-
ately follow up some programs with 
discussions on the issues raised. Teach 
the children to view both the shows 
and the commercials discriminat-
ingly. 
—Respect the power and the in-
fluence of the medium. Don't allow it 
to lull you into feeling that it is 
innocuous and harmless. 
—Use forethought in selecting 
programs. Utilize aids in making these 
decisions. Newspaper and magazine 
reviews may be helpful. Special publi-
cations, such as Cultural Information 
Service (P.O. Box 92, New York, N. 
Y. 10016—$12 for a one-year sub-
scription), give previews of important 
upcoming TV films and programs, and 
they also often provide suggestions for 
processing the shows. 
—Give community cable and public 
channels a chance. Their offerings 
may not be as slick as those of the 
major networks, but they will have fre-
quent programs which will be well 
worth seeing. 
If you're not satisfied to exercise 
your control merely with the on-off 
button or the channel selector, here 
are some other things for you to think 
about (adapted from Meet the media, 
by Dorothy Forbes, a booklet pre-
pared for the Canadian Council of 
Churches in 1975): 
—Phone the local station when you 
like or dislike something it is show-
ing. 
—Write to the producers. 
—Let advertisers know how you 
feel about programs they are sponsor-
ing and about their commercials. 
—Form a media interest group in 
your neighborhood or church. 
to page six 
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CAN IT B E T A M E D 
from page five 
—Write or present briefs to the 
Canadian Radio-Television Commis-
sion or to the (U.S.) Federal Com-
munications Commission. 
—Invite media people to talk to a 
group in your church or community. 
If you have a gripe, it may be more 
helpful (especially in the U.S.) to com-
municate with the local broadcast out-
let than with the network head office. 
Hal C. Wingo, news editor of Peo-
ple Magazine, gave a Southern Bap-
tist convention this advice a year ago: 
"However appealing it may be to deal 
with the man at the top, that is pre-
cisely the wrong end of the tube to 
squeeze when it comes to television 
broadcasting. What you have to do is 
deal with the local outlet on matters 
which you may feel are out of touch 
with the a t t i t ude of your com-
munity." 
And we must not forget that in-
fluence can also be applied from 
within the broadcast industry. Ken-
neth J. Weaver, executive director for 
Mennoni te Broadcasts, Harr ison-
burg, Va., gave Eastern Mennonite 
High School students the following 
counsel in a 1976 chapel talk: 
"Whatever your skills or interests, 
consider public media. If your thing be 
electronics, selling, management, art 
and design, writing, creating, or 
speaking, consider public media as a 
way in which to serve your fellow-
men." 
"The human part of public media," 
he said, "plays a more decisive role 
than the most marvelous electronic in-
struments. . . . As Christians, we ap-
proach our work with the kind of 
motivation and commitment to being 
servants to persons and their needs." 
II. Getting the church's message 
out via the tube. Television time and 
the production of programs carry sky-
high price tags. So what are smaller 
denominational groups such as the 
Mennonite and the Brethren in Christ 
to do to make use of this medium? 
One of the things that several of 
them have done well together is to pro-
duce spots on family life, peace, and 
other themes for use as free-time 
public service announcements. The 
churches' media budgets were thus not 
swallowed in one gulp by a big bill for 
media time. 
Church groups are also given fre-
quent opportunity to produce free-
time half-hour or 15-minute programs 
for a local outlet's "religious" pro-
gram slots. 
Cable channels provide a further 
opportunity for churches to put their 
creativity to use. 
But the churches haven't done all 
that well in using television to get their 
message out. Charles E. Reilly, Jr., 
writing in Variety, the show business 
weekly, a few years ago, said that 
churches are failing to reach their 
"real target" audiences—those "out-
side" the church—through the tech-
niques and medium they know and 
respond to best, principally television. 
He went on to say that religious 
denominations are not communi-
cating Christ's message of salvation 
and service, and they are at a loss " to 
realize that a competent communi-
cations capability is essential today." 
"Some way must be found to con-
vince them that staffing and financing 
major multi-media involvement is 
critical to their future growth and per-
haps even to their survival," he said. 
Joe Bridges, media consultant for 
the U.S. Mennonite Brethren Confer-
ence, had a similar concern when he 
spoke to an M.B. banquet in Winni-
peg not long ago: 
"Let 's wake up to the fact that 
God's message is urgent enough to use 
those channels of communication 
which reach people at their most 
vulnerable and attentive point. 
"There are many ways you and I 
can get this message across without 
necessarily developing and producing 
programs." He said, " O n e good 
method is to make yourself available 
for public affairs programs. Don't 
hesitate to make a Christian view-
point known about an issue . . . 
S o o n a f t e r my r e tu rn f r o m 
General Conference last July, we re-
ceived a letter from Sister " A , " in 
which she said, "What 's this report 
about Clarence walking with a cane 
at General Conference?" Being 
somewhat taken aback by this 
erroneous report, I wrote to Sister 
"A , " and asked her where she had 
got this information. She replied that 
Sister " B " had told her, and that 
Sister " C " had told her. (Neither one 
of these sisters had been to Confer-
ence.) 
I then wrote to Sister " C " and 
asked her, "Are you circulating a 
false report that I was walking with a 
cane at General Conference?" (Since 
Sister " C " is a long-time good 
friend, I was sure she would not take 
seriously my implied mild reproof.) 
Sister " C " replied that she had 
talked with Sister " D " who had been 
"Some persons can work at influen-
cing and evangelizing TV person-
alities. . . ." 
"I began with the question: 'Are 
media good for us?' . . . The answer is 
no if we continue to let them mani-
pulate and shape us and our Christian 
values. But if we realize the potential 
of television and use it to reach people 
where they are, it is not only good, it's 
exciting. God help us to respond and 
act promptly." 
• * » 
Things to write for: 
Meet the media, from Canadian 
Council of Churches, 40 St. Clair Ave. 
East, Toronto, Ontario M4T 1M9 ($1 
per copy). 
TV: The Anonymous Teacher is a 
film produced by the Media Action 
Research Center. If it is not available 
for rent from your denomination's 
film library, it may be rented from 
Mass Media Ministries, 2116 N. 
Charles St., Baltimore, Maryland 
21218. 
Action for Children's Television (46 
Austin St., Newtonville, Mass. 02160) 
publishes a quarterly journal ($5). It 
also has films and books available. 
Access magazine, is published 
biweekly by the National Citizen's 
Committee for Broadcasting, 1346 
Connecticut Ave. NW, Washington, 
D. C. 20036. It is for those especially 
who are interested in social action for 
media reform. 
at Conference, and that's what she 
thought Sister " D " had told her; but 
after getting my letter she checked 
back with Sister " D , " and she 
realized then that she had misunder-
stood what Sister " D " had said. 
This is what really happened: The 
Moderator had asked me to offer 
prayer at the close of one of the 
sessions, and a young brother had 
assisted me up the steps to the plat-
form. So this, instead of a cane, was 
the "assistance" which I had re-
ceived; but by the time the story got 
to Sister "A , " "Clarence was walk-
ing with a cane at General Confer-
ence"! 
I realize this story may be more 
humorous than anything else. But I 
do feel that the story may have "a 
point," and perhaps a lesson which 
may be of some value. 
Walking with a Cane 
C. W. Boyer 
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Thoughts on Capital Punishment 
The Decision to Take Life 
R. Don Shafer 
1 H E R E ARE many opinions and differences about the 
decision to end life. This article is not meant to persuade 
others that all the evidence is stacked for or against capi-
tal punishment, but rather to encourage us, as brothers 
and sisters, to think! To think is to cogitate, ponder, con-
sider, imagine, meditate, contemplate, reflect, reason, 
study, etc. It is my observation that many of us respond 
emotionally, or react defensively, due to our strong belief 
or commitments. We too often flow with the tide of public 
opinion. We might well ask, "How did I come to believe 
that capital punishment is either right or wrong?" Think 
about that, because it is deeper than most of us care to 
admit. 
One may use the Bible to prove any given point. Many 
articles have been written using biblical references to either 
support or counter the practice of taking a man's or 
woman's life for various reasons. It is my personal view 
that every time Christians gather around the Word of God, 
they need to think, pray, listen, speak and, in the cultural 
setting in which they are involved, hear afresh what the 
Spirit is saying to the church. And more important than 
the isolated quoting of Scripture are the "grand ideas" of 
the total Word of God. What is the whole counsel of God 
on an issue? How we interpret the Scripture is more crucial 
than how we quote isolated verses of the Bible. I will return 
to the biblical stance, but at this point simply ask that we 
realize the Bible has no categorical statement that gives an 
easy answer on whether capital punishment is good or evil, 
right or wrong, effective or nonproductive. 
Another strong factor on any issue is that we all live in a 
culture that is more a part of us than any of us readily per-
ceive. For those of us living in the United States, there is 
much for which to give thanks. We live in a culture that en-
ables many people to express strong opinions. But we also 
have some question marks in culture. For example, there is 
the question about justice. I recently read John Perkins' 
book, Let Justice Roll Down. He writes: 
" W h e t h e r we a d m i t it o r no t , ou r r ead ing of bibl ical 
e th ics is co lo red by o u r pe rcep t ion of t he wor ld a r o u n d us. 
If we th ink t h a t t h e r e a r e only a few ' b a d guys ' such as 
b u r g l a r s a n d m u r d e r e r s , and t ha t all the given pol i t ical , 
legal a n d e c o n o m i c s t r u c t u r e s a r o u n d us a r e bas ica l ly 
o k a y , then we a r e b o u n d to read o u r Bibles in a ce r ta in 
way . W e will a s s u m e t h a t it tells us to ' l ay low, ' whe the r we 
a r e a p a r t of t he law or only unde r t he law; tha t the pe r son 
w h o s p e a k s ou t is a rebe l l ious a g i t a t o r . 
" B u t t h a t a s s u m p t i o n can be bad ly s h a k e n up by a good 
look a t w h a t h a p p e n s to m a n y peop le w h o a r e s imply 
c r u s h e d by, r a t h e r t h a n he lped by, t he se social s t ruc tu re s 
a n d ins t i tu t ions we t a k e for g r a n t e d . If sin can exist a t 
every level of g o v e r n m e n t , a n d in every h u m a n ins t i tu t ion , 
then a l so t he call t o biblical j u s t i ce in every co rne r of so-
ciety m u s t be s o u n d e d by t h o s e w h o c la im a G o d of Jus t i ce 
as the i r L o r d . " 
The writer is bishop of the Midwest and Pacific Conferences. 
Or from the secular press, (January, 1977 issue of 
People Magazine), Dr. George Solomon writes an article 
stating that capital punishment is a form of suicide. He 
also comments on justice: 
" I t j u s t c a n ' t be good for society to sanc t ion m u r d e r , 
whe the r in w a r or in j a i l . T h e m o r e we see th ings in t e r m s 
of vengeance , the m o r e w e ' r e r e in fo rc ing tha t very p r imi -
tive concep t in people. W e have a te r r ib ly violent cu l tu re . 
I t ' s a lso t he easy way ou t , because if you ob l i t e ra t e a 
person you never have to c o p e with h im, e d u c a t e h im, solve 
his p r o b l e m s , t a k e ca re of h im . M y hypo thes i s is t ha t t he 
exis tence of the dea th penal ty p r o b a b l y c rea tes m o r e m u r -
de re r s t h a n it de te rs , if it de t e r s any. It would de te r r a t i ona l 
people , but t he re a r e very few ra t iona l m u r d e r e r s . R a t i o n a l 
peop le a r e de t e r r ed for o the r r e a s o n s . " 
From a news release I note that on July 9, 1976, Canada 
after ten years of national debate, has written into law a 
controversial bill to abolish capital punishment. I was par-
ticularly interested in Prime Minister Trudeau's words: 
" A r e we, as a society, so lack ing in respect for our -
selves, so lack ing in h o p e fo r h u m a n b e t t e r m e n t , so 
social ly b a n k r u p t t ha t we a re r eady to accept s t a t e 
vengeance as ou r pena l ph i losophy? 
" I f penal t ies appl ied by the s t a t e aga ins t l aw-b reake r s 
c a n n o t be jus t i f ied for the i r rehabi l i t a t ive , puni t ive or 
de t e r r en t value, they c a n n o t be jus t i f ied a t a l l — n o t in a 
civilized socie ty . C a p i t a l p u n i s h m e n t fails on all t h ree 
coun t s . T o re ta in it in the C r i m i n a l C o d e of C a n a d a wou ld 
be to a b a n d o n reason in f avor of v e n g e a n c e — t o a b a n d o n 
hope and conf idence in favor of a despa i r ing a c c e p t a n c e of 
o u r inabi l i ty to cope with violent c r i m e except wi th 
v io lence . " 
I am well aware that the above quotes do not favor the 
death penalty. I do not hesitate to share with you that both 
my mind and heart do not favor the death penalty. My 
love for life, truth, redemption, forgiveness, restoration 
cries out against this practice in our past. 
Let me return to the biblical viewpoint. I am informed 
on the Old Testament passages that established the prac-
tice of capital punishment. I know about the arguments 
based on Romans 13 that interpret capital punishment as 
the "right" of the state. But I would be more interested in 
the total view of the Scriptures on life, forgiveness, 
redemption, restoration. Our biblical view must be seen 
from a New Testament viewpoint. I assume the Brethren 
in Christ begin with the view of life from the teachings of 
Jesus and the New Testament. I would at least hope we 
can come together, in the Spirit, to hear what the Scrip-
tures say to us in our present life in the church and today's 
world. 
I would like to conclude this article by asking some 
questions, since there is no easy answer. How do we, as 
God's people of the new covenant, see redemption in capi-
tal punishment? Are we influenced by one of the most 
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Religious News 
Denver To Host C H A Convention 
T h e 109th A n n u a l Chr i s t i an Holiness 
Associa t ion Convent ion will be held Apri l 
12-14, 1977, in Denver , C o l o r a d o , at the 
Hi l ton Hote l . 
This year ' s p r o g r a m will bring a number 
of ou t s tand ing speakers to the convent ion. 
Present ing m a j o r addresses will be: Dr . 
Pau l Rees, Rev. Alber t Lown. Dr . Ear le 
Wilson, M a j o r Bramwell Tillsley, Rev. 
A r m a n d Doll and Dr. Leo T h o r n t o n . T h e 
C H A Pres ident , Dr . J . D. A b b o t t , will be 
the speaker for the President ial Luncheon . 
T h e Fel lowship Breakfas t speaker will be 
Bishop Roy Sider . 
T h e Chr i s t i an Hol iness Associat ion 
represents m o r e than 3 million persons in 
N o r t h A m e r i c a and 5 million worldwide. 
Every m a j o r religious body in Amer i ca 
tha t identifies with the Wesleyan Armi -
nian Theologica l posit ion holds m e m b e r -
ship in the Chr is t ian Hol iness Associa-
t ion. 
State, U . S . Prison Population 
Increases By 13% In A Year 
T h e s ta te and federal prison popula t ion 
in the U . S . reached a record 283,268 as of 
J a n . 1—an increase of 13 percent over the 
record 250,042 popula t ion for J a n . 1, 1976, 
accord ing to an annua l survey. 
T h e c o m p i l a t i o n by Corrections 
magaz ine , published by the non-profi t Cor -
rect ional I n fo rma t ion Services, did not in-
clude city or county jai l pr isoners . H o w -
ever, it included 7,690 persons sentenced to 
s ta te pr isons in eight states, but held in 
county facilities because of lack of space in 
s ta te facilities. 
Increases in the prison popula t ion was 
repor ted by 44 states , and prison admin-
is t ra tors in 40 s ta tes said their facilities 
had become overcrowded because of the 
influx of pr isoners . 
Corrections magaz ine said many over-
crowded pr isons were placing two persons 
in cells designed for one, and some prisons 
were using cor r idors , basements and other 
a reas for bed space. 
40,000 Bibles, New Testaments 
Will Be Sent To Ugandans 
M o r e than 40,000 Bibles and New 
T e s t a m e n t s a re to be sent by Bri ta in 's 
Bible Society to U g a n d a , in Eas t Af r i ca , 
for the centenary celebrat ions in J u n e of 
the Angl ican Church of U g a n d a . 
T h e society ( former ly called the British 
and Foreign Bible Society) said some of 
the Scr ip tures , which are in 12 Ugandan 
languages and in English, are a l ready in 
s t o c k , a w a i t i n g b ind ing , bu t a l a rge 
n u m b e r (nearly 9,000 in Luganda and 
1,000 in Ateso) a re being repr in ted. 
It m a r k s the first t ime the full New 
T e s t a m e n t has appeared in two of the lan-
g u a g e s — L u m a s a a b a , which is spoken by 
about 400,000 Ugandans , and Magd i , 
which is spoken by abou t 90,000. 
Pardon For Former Black Panther 
Requested By Christianity Today 
Christianity Today has urged Christians 
to write to the governor of Cal i forn ia to 
ask that fo rmer Black Pan ther leader 
Eldridge Cleaver be pardoned . 
In an editorial in its Feb. 18 issue, the 
magaz ine says that "Cleaver ' s most im-
media te legal challenge is a trial set to 
begin M a y 9 on three counts of assault 
with intent to kill and three counts of 
assault on O a k l a n d , Cal i forn ia , police-
man . He has pled not guilty. Meanwhi le , 
newfound fr iends are seeking the large sum 
of money needed for his legal defense ." 
According to Christianity Today, Mr. 
Cleaver " n o w bears witness to a radical 
t r ans fo rma t ion of heart and life rising 
f rom his religious exper ience." 
'Fertility Rate' In The U.S . 
Remains At Record Low 
The U . S . Census Bureau 's annual report 
on popula t ion t rends shows that the fertili-
ty ra te of Amer ican women continues at 
the record low of 1.8 children per w o m a n . 
T h e fertility ra te is based on the total 
number of children borne by each woman 
aged 15 to 44. The 1.8 figure is well below 
the 2.1 figure cited by populat ion experts 
as the " rep lacement r a t e " required to keep 
the popula t ion on a level keel. 
As a result of the declining fertility ra te , 
there are now 7.6 million fewer Amer ican 
children aged 13 and under than there were 
in 1970, even though there are m o r e 
women of chi ldbearing age, the Census 
repor t said. 
T h e number of children under age 5 
dropped by 1.8 million or 10.6 percent , 
f r om 1970 to 1976. The e lementary school 
age popula t ion (5-13) dropped by 5.8 
million or 10.1 percent . 
Cont inu ing a t rend that began in the 
1950's , t he 13 and u n d e r age g r o u p 
registered the greatest decline of any g roup 
within the to ta l popula t ion. 
Zaire Returns Schools To Churches: 
3 Million Students Are Involved 
Churches in Za i r e are being allowed to 
resume opera t ing pr imary and secondary 
schools that were taken over by the 
government in 1974. 
Repor t s indicate tha t the t ransfer in-
volves more than three million s tudents 
a n d 80 ,000 t e a c h e r s . Even when the 
government nationalized the pr imary and 
secondary schools, 80 percent of the public 
schools cont inued to be adminis tered by 
various Church groups. 
According to the Rev. Juel Nordby , 
executive secretary in the Afr ica office of 
the Uni ted Methodis t C h u r c h ' s Wor ld 
Div is ion , the Z a i r i a n C h u r c h e s have 
agreed to take back the schools with the 
unders tandings that religion can be taught 
and that the government will cont inue 
regular subsidies for teachers ' salaries and 
main tenance . 
Decline in College Enrollment 
Foreseen, First Loss in 17 Years 
A survey of 688 " represen ta t ive" col-
leges and universities a round the country 
shows enrol lment may have declined about 
1 percent this fal l—but private (pr imari ly 
church-rela ted) schools reported a 7 per-
cent increase, and theological schools were 
up 4.7 percent . 
The survey was completed by Gar l and 
G. Pa rke r of the Universi ty of Cincinnat i , 
who described his findings " a surprise and 
a shock , " adding that if the decline pre-
vails through the final compi la t ion of da t a , 
it would m a r k the first loss in the 17 years 
he has conducted the survey. 
World Urbanization Seen Producing 
"Armies of Abandoned Children" 
World urbaniza t ion has resulted in 
emerging " a r m i e s of abandoned ch i ld ren" 
who subsist by roaming the streets, accord-
ing to a report published here. 
The serious problem of child abandon-
ment in Lat in Amer ica , the Phil ippines 
and Korea was noted in the report by Ted 
M. Gugelyk and Y. Scot t M a t s o m o t o of 
the Universi ty of Hawai i . Their repor t , 
adapted f rom Pacific Hea l th , appeared in 
the Fall quar ter ly of the Chr is t ian Chil-
d r e n ' s F u n d ( C C F ) , here , an in te r -
nat ional , non-sectar ian agency. 
" I n Chile there are an es t imated 60,000 
abandoned children. In Venezuela there 
are 200,000. Mexico has an es t imated 
700 ,000 p a r e n t l e s s , h o m e l e s s ch i ld ren 
living in the streets of the larger ci t ies," the 
report said. 
Kathryn Kuhlman Estate: $732,543 
Evangelist Ka th ryn K u h l m a n , who died 
a year ago, left an estate worth $732,543, 
including her Fox Chape l home, jewelry 
and bank certif icates, according to an in-
ventory filed with the county Register of 
Wills Office. 
Her Fox Chape l home was es t imated to 
be worth $130,000; she had $94,026 worth 
of jewels, $60,640 in a Mellon Bank check-
ing account and $187,350 in two bank 
certificates, the account ing revealed. 
The Pi t t sburgh Post Gazette said Miss 
Kuh lman owned proper ty in C a n a d a , an 
apa r tmen t in Newpor t Beach, Calif . , and 
left a Russ ian sable coat worth $4,000. 
The bulk of the es ta te was left to 
O k l a h o m a car dealer D. B. Wi lkerson , two 
sisters, a sister-in-law and a g roup of 20 
employees. Af t e r taxes, and the settle-
ment of some $150,000 in debts , the estate 
will be worth an es t imated $314,500. 
Public School Enrollment Drops 
As Private School Total Rises 
W h i l e the t o t a l e n r o l l m e n t in the 
nat ion 's public e lementary and secondary 
schools and colleges and universities is ex-
pected to d r o p slightly this fall , enroll-
ments in non-public (mostly religiously-
affiliated) insti tutions is expected to rise 
slightly. 
This is the forecast of the D e p a r t m e n t of 
Heal th , Educat ion and Wel fa re ' s Edu-
cation Division in statistics released Sept . 
15, which also indicate that to ta l expendi-
tures for all educat ion , public and non-
public, will exceed $130 billion. 
The es t imated total enrol lment in the 
three levels of public educat ional insti-
tut ions is 60,098,000 this fall, compared 
with 60,163,000 a year ago. Fo r com-
parable non-public insti tutions, the totals 
are 7,709,000 this fall and 7,666,000 for 
the fall of 1975. 
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INTRODUCING . . . 
THE FOUNDATION SERIES 
What is The Foundation Series? 
The Foundation Series is a New Sunday school cur-
r iculum for Brethren in Christ Sunday schools. It in-
cludes material for chi ldren three years of age 
through grade 8. The name is taken f rom I Corinth-
ians 3:11, "For no other foundat ion can anyone lay 
than that which is laid, which is Jesus Christ." This 
curr icu lum will be available for use in September, 
1977. 
How Did the Brethren in Christ 
Get Involved? 
The Foundation Series project began in June, 1972, 
when representatives of eight denominational groups, 
including the Brethren in Christ, met to determine the 
feasibility of producing a common curr iculum that 
would communicate the Christian faith as under-
stood within the f ramework of their common herit-
age. 
The Brethren in Christ representatives to that meet-
ing were: Henry Ginder, David McBeth, Lois Tidgwell, 
John Brubaker, Don Shafer, Erwin Thomas, and John 
Zercher. 
The part icipants in that curr iculum exploration 
meeting felt there was enough interest in a coopera-
tive curr icu lum project to present a proposal to the 
various denominat ional decision making bodies. The 
proposal called for cooperat ion in the creation and 
product ion of a curr iculum in the general f ramework 
of the Anabaptist and the Believers' Church under-
standing of the Scriptures and of Christian life. 
The Publication Board and the Board of Christian 
Education of the Brethren in Christ both considered 
this proposal and agreed that the Brethren in Christ 
should participate in this curr iculum project as 
Publishing Partners. The General Conference of 1974 
reviewed the decision of the two Boards and con-
f i rmed their decision. 
The other groups that are participating as Publish-
ing Partners are the General Conference Mennonite 
Church and the Mennonite Church. The Church of the 
Brethren are participating as Cooperative Users. 
Why Do We Need a New Curriculum? 
The Brethren in Christ have been market ing 
Sunday school curr iculum since 1908. During all of 
these years we have been using curr iculum materials 
developed and written by other publishers. The first 
imprint arrangement was with the Mennonite Pub-
lishing House. In 1950 we began using the curr iculum 
produced by Christian Publications, Inc., of the Chris-
tian and Missionary Alliance Church. In 1955 action 
was taken to use the Gospel Light Graded curr iculum 
for chi ldren and youth up to and including Senior 
High. In 1969 we imprinted the curr iculum of the 
David C. Cook Publishing Co. 
The Foundation Series is the first curr iculum in 
which Brethren in Christ persons have had a signifi-
cant part in the development, writing, and editing. 








Bloomfield, New Mexico 
Jonn A. Brubaker discussing the printing 
schedule of the Foundation Series with 
Erwin Thomas. John Brubaker is the editor 
of the grades 7 and 8 material. Erwin 
Thomas is the Chairman of the Publishing 
Council of the Foundation Series. 
Don Shafer and Erwin Thomas are members of the 
Publ ishing Counci l and Dan Chamberlain, John 
Zercher, and John Arthur Brubaker are members of 
the Editorial Council . John Arthur Brubaker is also 
editor of the grade 7 and 8 materials. 
Mary Fretz, Vineland, Ontario; Jean Nielsen, On-
tario, California; Mary Ebersole, Nappanee, Indiana; 
and Warren Hoffman, Bloomfield, New Mexico, 
members of the Brethren in Christ Church, served as 
writers for the curr iculum. 
Others served on Task Forces, as readers of manu-
scripts, and as story gatherers. Seventeen different 
persons were consultants to writers. 
Thus approximately 35 different Brethren in Christ 
persons have had an active involvement in the 
development of The Foundation Series. 
John Zercher, in an editorial in the March 25, 1976 
issue of the Evangelical Visitor, provides an answer to 
why we need The Foundation Series. 
"The Sunday school of a denominational congre-
gation must have a more distinct confessional char-
acter if it is to be support ive of the denomination's 
doctr inal position. If we assume that the future course 
of a congregat ion is not affected by the curr iculum 
used, we actually deny the value of Christian educa-
tion in general and of the Sunday school in particular. 
A curr icu lum influences life and belief both by its 
statements and by its silence. If a curr iculum speaks 
at length about faith and belief but is silent on repent-
ance, it will produce a generation for whom assent to 
correct doctr ine is the essence of the Christian life but 
for whom one's manner of life and conduct are more 
or less peripheral. If the teachings of Jesus are 
neglected, the meaning of obedience to Christ will fail 
to reflect itself in concrete form and daily situations. If 
a curr icu lum does not understand the early religious 
experiences of chi ldren and fails to distinguish be-
tween these religious experiences and the con-
version experience, which is the watershed between 
being a Christian or not being a Christian, it will 
produce youth and adults who will live their lives in a 
sort of spiritual l imbo. 
That which is taught in the Sunday school hour 
needs to be consistent with that which is preached in 
the worship hour. Like the proverbial k i n g d o m — a 
teaching ministry divided against itself cannot stand. 
It will confuse rather than edify; tear apart rather than 
build up; foster diversity rather than unity." 
It is in this light that a new curr iculum was felt 
necessary and that The Foundation Series is recom-
mended as the curr iculum for Brethren in Christ Sun-
day schools. 
Is The Foundation Series 
Consistent with Our Theology? 
The following comments f rom various sources help 
to answer this question. 
1. The Foundation Series has a strong bibl ical base. 
The Foundation Series represents a ser ious 
attempt to be faithful to the Bible. 
"A chronological study of the Bible, with one 
quarter each year centered in the Gospels, permits 
careful and deliberate study of the full biblical story 
while focusing regularly on Christ, who is the center of 
the Scriptures. 
The authority of the Bible is emphasized. This 
authority is seen not only in the area of truth and faith, 
but in areas of l i fe—obedience and values. The Bible 
not only speaks to doctrine, it speaks to life. 
Jesus Christ is the center of the salvation story. He 
is the final and supreme revelation. He is the Savior 
from sin, the Lord of the Christian, the Head of the 
church, and the coming King of kings. To Him this 
curr iculum deliberately returns one quarter each year 
(grades 3-8) in order that the chi ldren of our congre-
ga t ions—our sons and daugh te rs—may learn to know 
Him, whom to know is life eternal." (John Zercher, 
Evangelical Visitor, November 25, 1976). 
the Bible 
in the congregation 
2. The Foundat ion Series is Evangelist ic. 
In all grades of The Foundation Series the concern 
is to communicate the gospel faithfully, so each 
person, at the appropr iate t ime, will be helped to 
come to a l i fe-changing decision for Christ and to 
grow in Christ-l ikeness. 
The Editorial Counci l of The Foundation Series 
accepted the fol lowing descr ipt ion of evangelism 
based on Matthew 28:18-20: 
1. First, evangelism is proclamation and invitation. 
Our chi ldren must hear the good news proclaimed 
clearly and in ways they can understand and 
appreciate. Inherent in that proclamation is the 
invitation to accept, love, and obey Jesus. For the 
good news to be heard aright, it must be told with 
sensitivity to the chi ldren's level of social, emo-
tional, and spiritual development. 
2. The second aspect of evangelism is decision, and 
aff irmative decisions are celebrated with be-
liever's baptism. Such bapt ism symbolizes separa-
tion f rom, and death to, the world. It also cele-
brates newness of life and identifies the new Chris-
tian with fellow believers in the church. 
3. Jesus makes it clear that evangelism is more than 
proclamat ion and decision; it also includes "teach-
ing them to observe all things whatsoever I have 
commanded you." Thus discipl ing believers is not 
only a legitimate part of evangelism, it is essential. 
"The invitation to Christ is a concern of the entire 
congregat ion. Al though a Sunday school teacher may 
be instrumental in inviting chi ldren to accept Jesus, 
the pastor, the parents, and all other members are 
also c o n c e r n e d and shou ld be involved. Con-
sequently, the teacher and student books of The 
Foundation Series are not designed to carry the entire 
responsibi l i ty for guiding in evangelism or for creat-
ing situations for extending invitations. Instead, a 
special guide to evangelism is available. This guide 
calls the attention of pastors and of congregational 
leaders to sessions in the various grade levels in 
which invitation to accept Jesus as Savior and Lord 
could be planned naturally and appropriately. 
"The guide to evangelism will help pastors, teach-
ers, and parents to extend invitations to Christ in the 
light of their congregat ion's understanding and prac-
tice." (Adapted from the Leader's Guide, Foundation 
Series, p. 13). 
The person and work of the Holy Spirit has a promi-
nent place in the curr iculum. One quarter of the 
seventh grade material is devoted to a study of "Life in 
the Spirit," a doctrinal study of the ministry of the Holy 
Spirit in the life of the individual and in the life of the 
congregation. 
What Resources Are Available 
in the Curriculum? 
3. The Foundat ion Series takes seriously the call to 
d isc ip leship and a life of holiness. 
Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord is central in The 
Foundation Series. The curr iculum highlights both the 
birth, death, resurrect ion of Jesus and His earthly life 
and teachings. 
The call to follow Jesus is taken seriously. The 
teachings of Jesus are to be believed and fol lowed. 
The Christian life is seen as a call to discipleship and 
holy living. 
Each quarter of material will include: 
• A Teacher's Guide. This provides step by step 
suggestions for persons teaching the sessions. 
• Student Resources. In each quarter specific re-
sources are available for student use. 
• A Teaching Packet. Most quarters have a Teach-
ing Packet containing needed supplementary 
material. 
• Add i t iona l resources inc lude s tory books , 
records, song book, and books for teachers and 
parents of pre-school children. 
How Will the Curriculum Be Graded? 
"The Foundation Series is departmental ly graded. 
The depar tments are two-year departments (except 
for chi ldren up to thirty-six months and for five-year-
olds). These departments are as follows: 
1. For chi ldren up to thirty-six months. 
2. For chi ldren three and four years of age. 
3. For chi ldren five years of age. 
4. For grades 1 and 2. 
5. For grades 3 and 4. 
6. For grades 5 and 6. 
7. For grades 7 and 8. 
"When developing a curr iculum, whatever grading 
plan is followed, compromise is necessary. A cur-
riculum planned with a course for each grade is 
difficult to use in small congregations. A two year, 
departmental ly graded curr iculum is less difficult to 
use in small congregations, but there are problems 
since there may be too few chi ldren to have classes in 
all four departments. Also, there may be too few 
adults available to teach the classes. To develop a 
curr iculum with three grades in one department be-
comes difficult to use with chi ldren." (Leader's Guide, 
Foundation Series, p. 23). 
Each congregation needs to study how best to use 
The Foundation Series in the light of its enrol lment. 
The Leader's Guide for the curr iculum gives sugges-
tions for organizing classes for Sunday schools with 
enrol lments under 75; for Sunday schools with an en-
rollment of 75-250 persons; and for Sunday schools 
with over 250 persons. 
What Will We Do with Our 
Older Teens and Adults? 
The Foundation Series provides curr iculum 
material up to grade 8. A natural question is what cur-
r iculum should be used for older teens and adults. 
The Commission on Christian Education Literature 
is currently studying the curr iculum needs of these 
age levels. Various alternatives are being con-
sidered. 
At the present t ime the fol lowing is suggested: 
Youth 
1. Use The Foundation Series curr iculum for 
grades 7-8 and David C. Cook material (the cur-
rent Word of Light curr iculum) for grades 9-12. 
2. If you group your younger teens with grades 7-9 
toge ther—use The Foundation Series for two 
years and on the third year use electives or one 
year of David C. Cook Junior High material. 
3. Another option would be to use The Foundation 
Series material for grades 7 and 8 and electives 
for grades 9-12. 
Adul ts 
1. Continue using David C. Cook curr iculum 
material for adults. 
Use elective courses for adults, including the 
Brethren in Christ Heritage Series. 
I 
the child 
in the congregation 
How Much Time Should Be 
Allotted for Classes? 
"Planners of the curr icu lum felt that class periods 
for most effective use of The Foundation Series 
should be one hour in length. In periods of less than 
an hour, it is diff icult to have a good discussion, to 
enter meaningful ly into creative activities, or to move 
toward consensus or decision. 
If there is a one-hour class per iod, what happens to 
the opening, departmental worship periods? The 
Foundation Series does not provide guidance for con-
duct ing departmental worship periods. Local initia-
tive will need to set goals and determine content. 
Some congregat ions use departmental meetings to 
promote and /o r teach music. Some use them to 
promote special projects. The Foundation Series 
does not discourage departmental meetings. Rather, 
those responsible for The Foundation Series recom-
mend that a departmental or children's worship 
period should be in addit ion to a one hour class 
period." (Leader's Guide, Foundation Series, p. 30). 
What Version of the Bible 
Will Be Used? 
The question of which Bible version to use was a 
diff icult quest ion for those planning The Foundation 
Series. Four guiding principles were agreed to in 
making a selection. These principles were: 
1. The Foundation Series should make use of a 
modern version of the Bible. 
2. Whatever version is selected, it must be a transla-
tion rather than a paraphrase. 
3. The version should be the work of a committee 
rather than the work of an individual person. 
Through a commit tee's work the possibilities of ac-
curacy in translation are greatly enhanced. The 
biases and limitations of one person are largely 
eliminated. 
4. Whatever version is selected, the entire Bible 
should be available. (During the t ime of prepara-
tion the New International Version and Today's 
English Version were not complete.) (Leader's 
Guide, The Foundation Series, pp. 10 and 11). 
In light of these principles, persons involved in 
developing the curr iculum decided that the version of 
the Bible used in The Foundation Series should be the 
Revised Standard Version. 
Will There Be Any Memory Work? 
"Congregations and Christian education leaders 
were consulted when planning The Foundation Series 
began. These people called for a renewed emphasis 
on Bible memorization. Accordingly, Bible mem-
orization is an integral part of The Foundation 
Series. 
1. There is memory work on all grade levels. 
2. Many of the 'great Bible treasures' are to be 
memorized. 
Through The Foundation Series chi ldren will mem-
orize passages like I Corinthians 13, Psalm 23, and 
the Ten Commandments. 
3. There is emphasis in many quarters on mem-
orizing blocks of Scripture instead of the more 
traditional approach of memorizing individual 
verses, Sunday by Sunday. This is especially true 
at upper grade levels. 
4. There is an attempt to avoid the tedious drill typical 
of earlier memory emphases. Passages to be 
memorized have frequent use dur ing the quarter, 
so that meaningful repetit ion will contr ibute to ease 
of memorization. 
5. Though the basic text for The Foundation Series is 
the Revised Standard Version, congregations do 
not need to memorize f rom the RSV. Each con-
gregation should memorize the version it prefers. 
In The Foundation Series the issue is not which 
version is to be memorized, rather the concern is 
that the Bible is memorized!" (Leader's Guide, The 
Foundation Series, pp. 16 and 18). 
Will the New Curriculum Be 
Difficult to Teach? 
"Those responsible for The Foundation Series had 
the teacher in mind. They were aware that most Sun-
day school teachers are not professional teachers. In 
addition, their teaching is done in the context of busy 
schedules. The lesson structure and the resources 
provided are to assist the nonprofessional, volunteer 
teacher to have an effective ministry. These re-
sources and guidelines available in the lesson ma-
terial in no way limit the creativity of the professional 
teacher." Leader's Guide, Foundation Series, p. 9). 
When Will We Get to See 











The Teachers' Guides provide easily followed steps 
for teachers to follow. On all grade levels the teach-
ing guides for each session follow the same simple 
steps. These five steps are: 
1. Prepare for the Session. 
2. Study the Bible. 
3. Set a Direction. 
4. Guide the Learning. 
5. Reflect and Look Ahead. 
Congregations will be introduced to the new 
curr iculum in Apri l and May. At that t ime congre-
gational leaders will have an opportuni ty to hear a 
presentation about The Foundation Series and ask 
questions about it. The material for the first quarter of 
The Foundation Series will be on display. Congre-
gations will also be able to receive a sample packet of 
the first quarter of the curr iculum before making a 
final decision about using the curr iculum. 
How Should We Order? 
The Foundation Series should be ordered f rom the 
Christian Light Books to re— in the same way current 
curr iculum material is ordered. 
Samples of the curr iculum and information about 
ordering will be made available to congregations at a 
later date. 
The Foundation Series is a unique venture in the life 
of the Brethren in Christ. We thank God for raising up 
gifted persons to assist in this project. Many persons 
f rom many areas of North America worked together in 
love, unity, and often at great personal sacrifice, in the 
development of the curr iculum. Those involved 
sensed the Spirit 's leading as the curr iculum was 
planned and produced. 
Will We Have Any Help In Learning 
How To Use The Foundation Series? 
Bre th ren in Chr ist congrega t ions have been 
assigned to congregational groups with 4-6 congre-
gations in each group. An Area Assistant has been 
assigned for each group. This Area Assistant is a 
member of one of the congregat ions in the congre-
gational group. 
Each Area Assistant will be trained at special train-
ing seminars. The Area Assistant will be available to 
answer quest ions that may arise about the curr icu-
lum. The Area Assistants will also help to coordinate 
Teacher Tra in ing exper iences for teachers in 
September and October, 1977. 
A Leader's Guide has been prepared for pastors, 
superintendents and other leaders to help acquaint 
them with The Foundation Series. A Guide to Teacher 
Training has also been prepared to train teachers in 
the use of the curr iculum. Along with this Teacher 
Training Course a Resource Book for Teachers has 
been provided. This resource book is a supplement to 
the Teacher Training course and will help teachers 
understand The Foundation Series. 
the teacher 




36 mon ths 
Infants, Todd lers 
and Twos 
Y e a r 1 — 1 9 7 7 ( ' 7 9 , ' 8 1 ) 
Q U A R T E R 1 Q U A R T E R 2 Q U A R T E R 3 Q U A R T E R 4 
Ages 
3 and 4 
It Was Very 
Good (Creat ion) 
Jesus Is Born 
(Growth) 
The Church Family 
(The Congregat ion) 
Fr iends 
( Interpersonal Relations 
Y e a r 1 1 — 1 9 7 8 ( ' 8 0 , ' 8 2 ) * 
Ages 
3 and 4 
Interpersonal 
Relat ions 
Congregat ion Creat ion (plants, 
seasons) 
Growth (David) 
E a c h Y e a r — 1 9 7 7 
Kindergar ten 
Age 5 
God Loves Famil ies God Comes to People God Helps People The Church 
of Jesus 
Y e a r 1 — 1 9 7 7 ( ' 7 9 , ' 8 1 ) 
Grades 1 , 2 
Family of God 
All God's Family Come, Follow Me I Will C o m e to You I Will Be Your God 
Grades 3, 4 
Promise and Ful l f i l lment 
In the Beginning A Special People To All Nations Our Father 
Grades 5, 6 
God Is King 
The Lord Is King Seek the Lord and Live Come and See 0 Worsh ip the King 
Grades 7, 8 
C o m m u n i t y of Faith 
Signs and Wonders Love for the Church That You May Believe Life in the Spir i t 
Y e a r I I — 1 9 7 8 ( ' 8 0 , ' 8 2 ) * 
Grades 1, 2 
Family of God 
Chi ldren in the Bible Chi ldren in the Bible The Congregat ion, 
The Chi ldren of God 
The Church 's Chi ldren 
A r o u n d the Wor ld 
Grades 3, 4 
Captivi ty and Del iverance 
God Saves His 
People (Exodus) 
From Wi lderness to 
Promised Land 
Jesus Is Savior Love Makes Free 
Grades 5, 6 
Life of Jesus 
Life of Jesus Sermon on the Mount Disciples Face Issues Wor ldwide Church 
Grades 7, 8 
Covenant and Law 
Creat ion to Joshua Joshua to Ezra Jesus as Prophet Christ ian Moral i ty 
"The Year II titles are working titles. 
NOTE: Year 1 materials are available in 1977 and odd years— '79, '81, etc. Year II materials will be 
available in 1978 and even years ('80, '82, etc.). Kindergarten material is available each year. 
Lord, Bless Charles 
Sarah Gudschinsky 
Lord, bless Charles . . . and bless the Gregersons, and bless 
Marge, and bless . . . 
This is the tenth of the month , and my custom demands 
that I pray for my fellow workers listed on "Day 10" of the 
prayer directory. I don ' t know very many of these people 
personally, and I don ' t have any recent news, so my prayer 
is dry and hurried and impersonal—bless the Grubers, and 
bless . . . Wai t a minute! 
The next name on the list is my own. And I wonder with 
shock and horror if others today are praying " . . . and 
bless Sarah and bless Shirley . . . and . . ." not really pray-
ing for me at all. 
The apostle Paul lived in a t ime of poor communication 
and lack of news. He carried a heavy prayer burden for 
churches and individuals. Yet I have no impression that his 
prayers were hurried or dry. It occurs to me that if I use 
Scripture as a base for my prayer, it may become more 
meaningfu l—more like the prayer I need f rom others. 
1 think I'll try it with Colossians 1. 
Lord, fill Charles with a knowledge of thy will. 
May he have thy point of view in all things. Keep him 
from decisions made for self-advantage or according to the 
perverted s tandards of this world. 
Give him wisdom and spiritual understanding. 
Deliver him from a dependence on the dishonesty and 
craftiness of man ' s wisdom, f rom conceit and pride. Grant 
to him the wisdom which is f rom above—pure, teachable, 
humble. 
Grant that he might bring credit to thy name and please 
Thee in all things. 
Enable him for this not only in his praying and witness-
ing, but also in the drudgeries of daily living. May small 
maintenance jobs, errands run, meals eaten, the way he 
dresses and all else please Thee. 
Make him fruitful in good works. 
Keep him from any self-centeredness or even work-
centeredness that would keep him from acts of kindness 
and goodness and generosity. 
Increase his knowledge of Thee. 
May he see Thee clearly in Thy Word , may he fellow-
ship with Thee in prayer and meditation, may he be so 
filled with the Spirit of holiness that he may see Thee in 
truth. 
Strengthen him with all thy glorious power—the power that 
raised Christ from the dead. 
T a k e his weakness and inability that it might be lost in 
the ocean depths of thine own omnipotence. 
The writer was associated with Wycliffe Bible Translators. 
March 10,1977 
Teach him patience and long-suffering. 
M a k e him patient with the shortcomings and irritating 
habits of his co-workers, in all the daily annoyance and 
friction. M a k e him patient in the multitude of interrup-
tions to the problem that he has laid out. Give him long-
suffering in the unreasonable upsets and delays which slow 
the work. And grant to him patience with himself, with his 
own faults and weaknesses. 
Fill his heart with overflowing joy. 
May he see thy overruling love and mercy in every 
circumstance. May he rejoice in opportunities to show 
forth the patience and meekness that come f rom Thee. 
Praise be unto Thee, 0 Lord our God, 
that thou hast made Charles to be fit to be a partaker of 
the inheritance of the saints of light. I thank Thee for thy 
mercy and transforming power in his life. 
I thank Thee for calling him out of the domain of dark-
ness and into the kingdom of Thy dear Son. I pray that 
Thou wouldst make the deliverance from darkness and sin 
a practical reality in his daily life. Bring him quickly to 
conviction and repentance when he falls into sin. 
And may all glory be unto Jesus our Lord and Savior, 
who is preeminent in all things. 
Amen. 
Colossians 1:9-14 
For this reason, since the day we heard about you, we 
have not stopped praying for you and asking God to fill 
you with the knowledge of his will through all spiritual 
wisdom and understanding. 
And we pray this in order that you may live a life 
worthy of the Lord and may please him in every way: 
bearing fruit in every good work, growing in the knowl-
edge of God, 
Being strengthened with all power according to his 
glorious might so that you may have great endurance and 
patience, and joyfully 
Giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified you to 
share in the inheritance of the saints in the kingdom of 
light. 
For he has rescued us from the dominion of darkness 
and brought us into the kingdom of the Son he loves, 
In whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. 







O l J R GATE doesn't squeak much anymore! 
Its piercing shriek used to be our constant and ever-
faithful harbinger as it announced visitors, whether 
welcome or otherwise. But lately it's been rather silent. 
You'd think some villain oiled it to remove its tattle-tale 
effect, but no one would really go to all that trouble. 
I'd like to blame it on the wind (it blows quite gustily 
this season), that it perhaps carries the noise to the neigh-
bors. Sometimes I even try to convince myself that the 
squeaking is masked by our tape recorder being turned up 
a wee bit too much. But when I turn down the volume, the 
silence remains. 
If the gate were human, I'd say it had caught a 
cold—after all, everyone has a cold this season of the year. 
Deep down inside I'm not really fooled. I know why the 
squeaking of our gate has stopped. It was that jet that did 
it. Pan Am Flight 403, destination Miami, to be exact. Not 
that the jet ran into the gate; it didn't even fly over it. But 
when that jet took off on December 17, it seemed to take a 
good part of the squeak with it. 
Well, I guess I shouldn't really blame Pan Am for that. 
And I certainly won't blame Glen and Wanda Heise, who 
often came through that gate during the day or evening to 
discuss mission strategy, problems, interesting events, or 
just to visit. Their term of Voluntary Service was over; 
Glen is preparing to enter medical school. So when Flight 
403 left, so did they, and so did many a squeak of the gate. 
I often debate, however, if there isn't someone who 
really is to blame. More than once I've wondered if some-
one hasn't oiled their spiritual gate too much, which has 
resulted in their failing to hear God's call to Nicaragua. It 
just doesn't seem that it could be God's will that so many 
urgent needs go unanswered. In Philippians 1:6, Paul says 
that when God starts good works, He finishes them. As we 
see the tremendous harvest that God is giving us here in 
Nicaragua, it seems hard to believe that He has left this 
work without sufficient workers. 
The writer and his family are missionaries in Nicaragua where he serves 
as superintendent of the Brethren in Christ mission effort. 
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Well, where was I before I started preaching? Oh, yes, 
our gate doesn't squeak as much now. 
I've contemplated oiling the gate to remove the remain-
ing squeaks, but that really wouldn't help much. I never 
hear the gate when I'm in the office anyway, and that's 
where I spend most of my time now when I'm home. 
Marian, my wife, says I'm partially deaf. It could be, but I 
prefer to think that I don't hear the gate because I'm busy 
at work or deep in thought, preparing one thing or an-
other. There seems to be a never-ending list of requests, 
and all of them necessary and proper. "We need help 
studying the Bible." "I 'd like to become a pastor; can you 
help me study deeper now?" "I need to pastor my flock 
better and don't really understand . . . help." "Couldn't 
the teachers be given some teacher training courses so they 
can better teach their Sunday school classes?" Then there's 
the work of establishing the government, doctrine and by-
laws of the Nicaraguan church, and so forth, and so forth. 
Yes, we do miss those squeaks from the gate, and all the 
help and wonderful visits that Glen and Wanda used to 
give us. That, however, is a chapter already in the history 
of the church here. What we are missing most at present 
are the ones who should be squeaking the gate now, having 
answered the call of training and helping the Nicaraguan 
brethren to better serve the Lord they so earnestly love. 
We here in Nicaragua very often pray, "Help us, dear 
Lord!" 
But to you we ask, "Do you hear a squeaking gate?" 
THE DECISION TO T A K E LIFE 
from page seven 
violent cultures in the world today? Do we see the Old 
Testament through the eyes of the New Testament? How 
is the ethic of Christ's love administered through capital 
punishment? Can we creatively find better alternatives in a 
civilized society to minister to persons involved in deviant 
behavior? What prompts our feelings about life and death? 
I would hope that, as Brethren in Christ, we can 
communicate with each other in Christian love about an 









i HE January term at Messiah 
College is three weeks long. During 
that time students take one course (3 
credits generally) from various in-
teresting options. They may, for ex-
ample, study on another campus, do 
independent study in a special interest 
area, or enroll in one of many on and 
off campus courses. 
One group traveled to Africa with 
Dr. Dorothy Gish and Dr. Robert 
Hess for a study tour on "Peoples and 
Cul ture in Southern and Central 
Africa." Among the new words added 
to their vocabulary were: maize, 
petrol, boot, bonnet, serviette, tarmac, 
kraal, torch, spanner, and fringe. 
They had lectures every night, 
studies in Ephesians, heart-felt times 
of sharing, and eating with their 
fingers. They experienced police road 
checks, apartheid, a six-hour church 
service, and most of all, tried to catch 
The writer is Director of Public Information, 
Messiah College. 
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"the Fire" while being forced to 
broaden their horizons culturally and 
spiritually. 
Their report on some " g r e a t 
memories" includes: hot weather, the 
Southern Cross, the Kitive copper 
mine, repairing glasses with chewing 
gum, 13 take-offs and landings, 70 
hours in the air, and the growing one-
ness of the group. 
Another group went south for a 
"Nature Study in Florida" with Dr. 
Benjamin Myers and Dr. K. B. 
Hoover. Dr. Hoover reports: serious-
ness of academic purpose, a good 
spirit of cooperation, and a high level 
of spiritual concern. The evening devo-
tional periods around campfires were 
"very significant." 
When they saw armadillos along the 
highway and stopped to take pictures, 
they were chased away by the state 
police! They slept in tents every night 
although the temperature was unsea-
sonably low at times and the raccoons 
got into their food. 
"All told, we had a very safe, profit-
able, and interesting trip, with a lot of 
hard work and a lot of fun." 
A third group traveled to the Mid-
dle East for a "Cross-Cultural Study 
Tour of Greece and Israel." Dr. 
Edward Kuhlman and Dr. Howard 
Landis were the leaders. They traveled 
throughout Macedonia (brief visit 
with J. Harold Sterns), and south 
through Delphi to Athens, interacting 
with Greeks in towns and cities and 
looking up Greek evangelicals. 
Their trip to Jordan included Am-
man, Mt. Nebo, and an unforgettable 
visit in the Nabatean fortress city of 
Petra. A whirlwind tour of Israel cul-
minated in Jerusalem, with a par-
ticularly significant discussion in their 
hotel with one of the directors of the 
Garden Tomb. They spent five days in 
Crete, hosted by the Harold Nigh 
family. 
It was a "once in a lifetime ex-
perience—a montage of sights and 
sounds in 22 days of cross-cultural 
splendor—the Holy Land—following 
in the steps of the Apostle Paul—reliv-
ing classical culture." 
Because of the completely revised 
teaching schedule on campus during 
January Term, some teachers are free 
to pursue other activities. Dr. E. 
Morris Sider spent the time visiting 
his native country, Canada, for a 
preaching-teaching mission. He spoke 
16 times in eight congregations in 
addition to spending a full week at 
Niagara Christian College. 
Being a historian, his talks related 
to the historical background of the 
Brethren in Christ and were designed 
to introduce the coming 200th anni-
versary of the denomination. His 
presentations included glimpses of the 
historical figures of the church, brief 
studies into its theological roots, and a 
look at the founding of the church and 
its coming to Canada. 
He talked about the early character 
of the Canadian Church, and lifted up 
brotherhood as understood and prac-
ticed historically by the Brethren in 
Christ. 
Although many other innovative 
January term courses could be men-
tioned, only two more will be pointed 
up. One was "Cross-Cultural Studies 
in Black American Culture." In this 
course, taught by Dr. Abraham Davis, 
dean of the Philadelphia campus, stu-
dents studied black American history 
during the first week, and then lived in 
with a black family the remaining two 
weeks. A similar procedure was fol-
lowed in a study of Puerto Rican cul-
ture, taught by Meryl Thuma. 
" F o u n d a t i o n s of C h r i s t i a n 
Education" was the name of the 
January Term course taught by three 
Christian educators: Dr. Paul M. 
Lederach, Director of The Founda-
tion Series; Rev. J o h n A r t h u r 
Brubaker, Executive Director for the 
Board of Christian Education; and Dr. 
Helmut Harder , professor at the 
Canadian Mennonite Bible College in 
Winnipeg. 
Each of the three men taught one 
week of on-campus classes along with 
three Continuing Education classes in 
C h a m b e r s b u r g , L a n c a s t e r , and 
Souderton. In addition to giving a 
general background of Christian Edu-
cation, the course was designed to 
provide a good introduction to The 
Foundation Series Sunday school cur-
riculum, a joint publishing effort of the 
Brethren in Christ and two Men-
nonite denominations. 
The January Term at Messiah 
College is a good experience. As 
adults have joined the regular student 
body in increasing numbers, both 
groups have experienced the recrea-
tion of mind and spirit which such 
intensive interchange always brings. 
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Planning to Teacn 
Planning to 
Cornelia Lehn 
IN EXT Sunday we are to teach a 
children's Sunday school class. What 
should we do first? What is most im-
portant? What preparations do we 
need to make? 
Prepare 
for the Session 
Since the day of our birth we have 
been accumulating inner resources for 
a task such as this. 
We have our memories and feelings 
about our parents, our brothers and 
sisters, Sunday mornings at home, 
experiences with our teachers, and 
relationships with other children. 
Through the years we have devel-
oped certain talents. We have had 
Bible studies; we have had on-going 
experiences in our relationship with 
God. We have made our decision to 
follow Christ in a life of discipleship. 
We have received a call to teach. 
Through all these experiences we 
have come to this moment. "Every 
scribe who has been trained for the 
kingdom of heaven is like a house-
holder who brings out of his treasure 
what is new and what is old" (Matt . 
13:52). 
Much in us is already prepared for 
teaching next Sunday's session. But 
there are also areas which need 
specific attention now. 
Who are our students? We know 
their names, of course, but do we also 
know them on a deeper level? What 
are the talents God has given them? 
What are they interested in? What are 
their problems? What is the stage of 
their development? One teacher was 
amazed when she visited the home of 
an extremely shy child who never said 
The writer is active in Christian Education min-
istries with the General Conference Mennonite 
Church. She is the author of God Keeps His 
Promise, a Bible story book for kindergarten 
children, and is the editor for Pre-school 
through Grades I and2, The Foundation Series. 
anything in class: the child was com-
pletely transformed and didn't stop 
talking! 
It is said that Christopher Dock 
prayed daily for each of his pupils. In 
thinking about each child in the 
presence of God we are enabled by the 
Holy Spirit to evaluate a situation 
more clearly. It also sets our relation-
ship with the students in the context of 
our own relationship with God. God 
loves us; God has patience with us; 
God gives us freedom to search, to 
make choices, even to fail. But always 
God is there to redeem. 
How can we personally relate to 
each child more warmly? Most 
teachers will say that the instructor 
they remember best is the one who was 
interested in them personally. 
How can we foster a close relation-
ship between the students themselves? 
Often one child is left out because he 
or she attends a different public 
school. 
How can we relate to each child's 
home? Sometimes parents and teach-
ers can plan a learning experience to-
gether and so work hand in hand. 
How can we relate to the total 
fellowship of believers? In one church 
children handed flowers to every per-
son in the worship service one morn-
ing. Suddenly children and adults were 
one warm community! 
The Sunday school class is the 
church in miniature. This is where the 
children must learn to listen to each 
other, to care for each other, and to 
become the body of Christ. To allow 
this to happen takes careful planning. 
What can be done on this particular 
Sunday to prepare the way? 
Study the Bible 
As already indicated, we have prob-
ably participated in many sessions of 
Bible study throughout the years. We 
know the Bible. For this reason there 
is a great temptation to pass over the 
Planning 
"Session Scope" in our teacher's 
guide and proceed directly to the 
session plans. Failure to immerse our-
selves anew in the biblical record and 
its historical setting is however the 
cause for much shallow teaching. It is 
also the cause of much disinterest in 
the students. In some uncanny way, 
students sense whether we have experi-
enced what we are teaching. They 
know whether this biblical passage 
means anything to us in today's world, 
whether we are in the process of grow-
ing in our own Christian lives, whether 
we are excited about the treasures we 
are finding in the Bible. We can only 
take our children where we ourselves 
have been. 
If we plan to tell the Bible story in 
our own words, we need to make it 
even more our own. By telling the 
story we communicate not only the 
facts about God's great acts, but 
also—by the very tone of voice—how 
we feel about them. This is what 
comes through to the children. This is 
what they will remember. This is when 
they will say, "Tell it again." Let us 
prepare well for the story—the heart 
of the session. 
Set a Direction 
What do we hope to accomplish? 
Some people are saying that nothing is 
happening in Sunday school. The 
young people who have had religious 
instruction for ten years are biblically 
illiterate. A study quotes teenagers as 
saying, in answer to a quiz, that 
epistles were wives of apostles, that 
Dan and Beersheba were husband and 
wife, and that the stories of David are 
found in the New Testament. The 
dependability of this study is debat-
able, but it does confront us with the 
question of why we are conducting 
classes on Sunday morning. 
It is easy to come up with some long 
range goals like "We want our chil-
dren to learn to love God," "We want 
our children to learn to know the 
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Bible," "We want our children to 
accept Jesus as their Lord." 
It is easy to say that—in religious 
education—facts are not nearly as im-
portant as attitudes, and those grow 
slowly. We cannot expect instant 
results. But it is also true that if we 
aim at nothing we will hit nothing. We 
need to take a careful look at es-
tablishing objectives for our session. 
In order to prepare our children to 
make an intelligent decision for or 
against Christ when the time comes, 
they need to know what it is they are 
accepting or rejecting. The Bible is the 
record of God's acts and revelation; 
our children must know what it says. 
Part of our objective for a Sunday 
morning should be to make sure that 
the students learn some specific facts. 
This objective should be attainable 
and measureable. For instance, if we 
want the students to know that epistles 
are letters, we can give the students an 
opportunity to learn by whom and to 
whom the epistles were written and 
why. The teacher can then determine 
whether or not facts have been 
learned. 
Another part of the objective should 
be to change attitudes. Continuing 
with the epistles, of far more im-
portance than knowing the facts is to 
foster an eagerness to find out what 
the letters are about and a desire to 
follow the teachings in them. How can 
we measure attitudes and how can we 
measure whether progress has been 
made in changing behavior? This is 
possible only after many sessions. 
In the third part of the objective, we 
plan for an activity. Here we can see 
whether we are heading in the desired 
direction. Continuing with the epistles 
as an example, let us give the students 
an opportunity to do some research in 
these letters or to carry out in the com-
munity one of the teachings found in 
them. Their eagerness or noneager-
ness will show us to some extent 
whether the attitudinal objective is 
being met at the moment. For the long 
range results we must trust the Holy 
Spirit. 
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The preceding three paragraphs 
divide the session objectives into 
knowledge, attitude, and action. The 
three aspects of an objective are inter-
related and cannot be separated. We 
must keep them all in mind when we 
plan for student response. 
Guide the Learning 
Let us say that we have decided on 
our objectives. They will, of course, 
depend on the biblical material to be 
covered and the readiness of the stu-
dents. How can we guide the learning 
in such a way that they are met? 
Let us look at the room in which we 
will be teaching. Can it help us reach 
our objectives? What pictures and 
maps do we need? What resource 
books should be displayed? What 
other preparations do we need to 
make? Does the room say "We are 
really going to learn something 
today"? 
It is good to make a step-by-step 
plan for the session even if our teach-
er's guide gives us one. Invariably we 
have to adapt the written plan to our 
own needs and circumstances. 
The first few minutes are crucial. 
How can we immediately involve the 
students in some challenging activity? 
Recently I was an observer in a class-
room that had instructions for various 
study activities printed on the wall. 
Children could hardly wait to get 
started. 
How can we give personal attention 
to each member of the class? How can 
we learn together with our students? 
Let us jot down how we plan to pre-
pare for the Bible study. Depending on 
the age level, there may be the geo-
graphical and historical aspects that 
we should discover together. We need 
to decide how to present the biblical 
material itself: Are we telling the 
story? Or will the students read it? Are 
we using a filmstrip? 
After the Bible story the time may 
be right for worship. How can we in-
volve the students in planning for it? 
How will we as a class speak with our 
Heavenly Father? 
After we have been immersed in the 
Bible, how can we help the students 
respond to what they have heard so 
that they may remember the facts, be 
involved emotionally, and have an 
opportunity of doing something that 
will bring about real spiritual growth. 
In other words, how can we reach our 
objectives? 
The teacher's guide will probably 
have a good suggestion and so all we 
need to do is to think this through for 
ourselves, make the necessary adapta-
tions, and prepare the things neces-
sary to proceed. Perhaps we have a 
really neat idea of our own which we 
know our students will enjoy carrying 
out and which will perhaps involve the 
parents or the whole church. In that 
case, let us go full steam ahead. The 
teacher's guide is there to help us—not 
to put us in a box. 
Reflect 
and Look Ahead 
As we plan for our session, we are 
looking forward to a time of fellow-
ship and learning with our students. 
After the session is over we will want 
to reflect and look ahead. If we have 
taught together with another person, 
we can discuss the experience. Did we 
reach our objectives? What response 
was there from individual students to 
show that we did? What problems sur-
faced? What should we be doing 
diflerently next time? What special 
needs must we take into considera-
tion? On the other hand, what hap-
pened that made us feel like shouting 
"Praise the Lord!" 
Let us rejoice together. God is with 
us! We are co-workers with God. With 
this certainty, let us look forward to 
the next session. Teaching is great! 
The steps highlighted in this article are those 
used in the lesson structure of the Teacher's 






Edgar Epp w o r k i n g u n d e r M C C 
( C a n a d a ) shared experiences and p rob lems 
tha t law offenders face. Epp spoke out of 
first-hand knowledge gained by work ing 
for 17 years as a warden in a provincial 
penal inst i tut ion. O u t of this, he became 
convinced tha t the Chr is t ian t r e a tmen t of a 
person necessi tated a new app roach to 
wrong doers . His presenta t ion to faculty 
and s tudents on F e b r u a r y 21 aroused con-
siderable discussion. T h e c a m p u s body was 
forced to r eexamine a t t i tudes and Chris-
tian a l te rnat ives to offenders . 
Bert Kamphuis of O . M . C a n a d a 
(Opera t ion Mobi l i za t ion) recently chal-
lenged the you th of N C C to a to ta l com-
mi tmen t to Chr i s t . Several f r o m the stu-
dent body responded to the appeal and are 
mak ing plans to spend the s u m m e r m o n t h s 
in gospel d is t r ibut ion and witnessing in 
Europe . 
Coming Events 
Ross Finch, Reg iona l Direc tor of Y F C 
is scheduled to be guest speaker for Spir i t -
ual E m p h a s i s W e e k , Apr i l 18-22, 1977. 
The Drama Club, Thu r sday and Fr iday 
nights , M a y 5-6 will present " T h e Ju ry 
R o o m . " 
CONFERENCES 
Allegheny 
T h e A l t o o n a congregat ion repor t s on 
the S u n d a y school a t t endance of the 
S w a r t z family with Mr . Ralph Swartz 
a t tending every S u n d a y for 15 years ; his 
wife, Jean—38 years ; Ron who is 17V2 
years old has missed only one Sunday ; and 
14'/2 year old D o n has not missed a Sun-
day since he was six days old. Rev. Pau l 
Book is the pas to r . 
T h e Chr i s t ' s C r u s a d e r s of the Five Forks 
congregation were in charge of all services 
on S u n d a y , J a n . 23. Rev. Ken H o k e , 
associa te pas to r of the Car l is le congre-
ga t ion , was guest speaker for the morn ing 
worship hour . T h e C r u s a d e r s held a Bible 
quiz aga ins t the adul ts in the evening 
service. O n e of the you th , Dennis Myer s , 
left on J a n . 12, for a th ree year teaching 
p r o g r a m to Z a m b i a . Bishop and M r s . 
F r a n k Kipe shared in both morn ing and 
evening services on Feb. 13 and 20. A 
fr iendship quilt was presented for their 
25th wedding anniversary . T h e pas tor is 
Rev. R u p e r t T u r m a n . 
T h e Martinsburg congregation helped 
their pas tora l couple, Robe r t Kellers , cele-
b ra te their 25th wedding anniversary on 
Sunday , J a n . 16. Bishop and M r s . Henry 
Ginder were present with Bishop Ginder 
bringing the message. T h e congregat ion 
presented the couple with a set of silver. 
The Morning Hour Chapel congregation 
held a Leadersh ip Re t rea t and Buffet 
Dinner on Sunday , Feb . 13. M e m b e r s of 
the C h u r c h Board and Board of Chr is t ian 
Educa t ion and spouses were present . The 
pas tor is Rev. Herbe r t J . Hoover . 
T h e W M P C of the Mowersville con-
gregation had as their recent guests Jack 
D r o o g e r , S r . , a n d Bob D u n k l e . M r . 
Drooger is the manage r of the Ceda r 
Ridge Chi ldren ' s H o m e and M r . Dunkle is 
a staff member . T h e F a r r Family were 
special guests of the Chr i s t ' s Crusade r s on 
Sunday , Feb. 20. A noon meal was held in 
the pa r sonage basement . You th advisors 
are Leroy and Doro thy Bert and the 
pas to r is Rev. Mervin Pot te iger . 
Darrel l and Peggy Knepper , VSers at 
the Fellowship Chape l , shared about their 
work with the Pleasant View congregation 
on Sunday morning , Feb. 7. The O m e g a n s 
par t ic ipated in teaching Sunday school 
classes and in the devotional t ime on Feb. 
13. Rev. H a r o l d Bowers is the pas to r . 
Atlantic 
T h e Elizabethtown congregation re-
ceived eleven persons into church fellow-
ship on Sunday morning, Dec. 12. A bap-
t ismal service was held for four persons on 
Sunday evening, J a n . 9. The pas tor is Rev. 
Elbert Smi th . 
T h e Fairland congregation repor ts a 
carry-in d inner following a deacon in-
stal lat ion service on Sunday , Feb. 20. 
Deacons installed were Haro ld Reist , Jay 
Dutweiler , and Edgar W a g n e r . The pas tor 
is Rev. J o h n Yea t t s . 
Rev. and Mrs . Andrew Slagenwei t , 
pas tora l couple of the Hummelstown con-
gregation, have begun enter ta ining couples 
of the church on their wedding anniver-
sar ies . A t t e n d a n c e was inc reased ap-
proximate ly 25% on Feb. 13, because of 
the theme " W h o l e h e a r t e d , " with each 
person encouraged to invite someone to 
the services. A carry-in dinner was held 
af ter the morn ing service. 
The Manor congregation hosted an 
evening service for the T r e m o n t congre-
gat ion on Sunday , J a n . 16. T h e pas tor 
f rom T r e m o n t , Rev. George Kipe, gave the 
devot ional . The pas tors at M a n o r are Rev. 
John H a w b a k e r and Rev. Dale Engle. 
T h e Pequea congregation repor ts 55 
couples a t tended a Sweethear t Banquet on 
T u e s d a y evening , Feb . 15. D r . Ken 
Mark l ey , Eas tern Director of the N a r r a -
m o r e Chr is t ian Founda t ion , was the guest 
s p e a k e r . Rev . G e r a l d W i n g e r t is t he 
pas tor . 
Canadian 
The Delisle congregation has m a d e plans 
to comple te a $5,000 project which will 
include refurbishing the sanctuary with 
new carpet and pews, and complet ing the 
b a s e m e n t . T h e p a s t o r is Rev . A l l a n 
Hoppe r . 
The Massey Place congregation has 
begun a Block Visitation P r o g r a m with 
their goal of reaching approximate ly 4 ,500 
homes by Februa ry , 1978. Rev. Doug las 
Sider and Robe r t T h o m p s o n are the 
pastors . 
T h e Ridgemount congregation recently 
completed a Teacher Tra in ing Series , with 
eight persons now qualified for teacher 
t raining credits . The course was led by 
Leonard Ches te r ; the pas tor is Rev. An-
drew M c N i v e n . 
Chinese s tudents f rom N i a g a r a Chris-
t ian College presented a "Chinese Chr is t -
m a s " p r o g r a m to the Sherkston congre-
gation on Dec. 12. Leonard and Mur ie l 
Sider gave a repor t of their voluntary 
ass ignment to Z a m b i a on J a n . 9. The 
pastors are Rev. R o b e r t Rols ton and Rev. 
John Young . 
Central 
The youth of the Bethel-Merrill congre-
gation placed their quest ions per ta ining to 
the Bible and Chr is t ian life in a "Ques t i on 
Box." T h e quest ions were discussed by a 
panel dur ing You th Week . Rev. Bedsaul 
Agee is the pas tor . 
On S u n d a y evening, Feb. 13, the Chris-
tian Union congregation received a repor t 
f rom two of their members , Ra lph and 
J o a n n a H o k e , on their recent t r ip to 
Afr ica . T h e pas tor is Rev. Mar l in Ressler . 
T h e men of the Lakeview Community 
congregation recently organized a Fellow-
ship G r o u p and will meet for b reakfas t and 
fellowship one Sunday a m o n t h . T h e 
senior high youth a re planning a tr ip to the 
N a v a j o Miss ion in New Mexico . The 
group, under the direction of M r . and M r s . 
Doug DeVore , is now involved in earning 
funds for their t r ip. 
Midwest 
The Mountain View congregation 
reports a New Y e a r ' s Eve Service with the 
film, " T h e C l i m b " being shown. T h e ser-
vice was closed with prayer a round the 
a l tar . T h e pas tor is Rev. J a m e s Esh . 
T h e Rosebank congregation held a Bible 
Confe rence on J a n u a r y 28-31. Dr . Wi lbur 
E. Nelson, founder and director of " T h e 
Morn ing Chape l H o u r , " radio p r o g r a m 
f rom P a r a m o u n t , Calif . , was the guest 
speaker and spoke on Hebrews 11. D r . 
Nelson also ministered to the g roup in 
song, as well as did M r . and M r s . Gene 
Price, Newton , Kansas . A dedicat ion ser-
vice was held on Sunday , Feb. 6, for the 
adopted son of M r . and M r s . David 
Rohre r . Rev. Char les A. N o r m a n is the 
pastor . 
The Pleasant Hill congregation was un-
able to have services several t imes dur ing 
the month of February because of weather 
condit ions. Their pas to r , Rev. Ken Ging-
rich, t ravels f rom O m a h a , N e b r a s k a , to 
Kansas each week. 
Pacific 
A recent guest of the Ontario congre-
gation was Pete Car l son , a Chr is t ian re-
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cording ar t is t f r o m U p l a n d , Ind iana , on 
Sunday , F e b r u a r y 6. Rev. Jerel Book is the 
pas tor . 
T h e Redwood congregation has begun 
suppor t of its first miss ionar ies , Ed and 
Dayle L a u b e r . T h e pas tors a re Rev. S a m 
and Melvin Hol l ingswor th . 
T h e C h u r c h Board m e m b e r s and their 
spouses of the Sandia congregation recent-
ly met with a representa t ive of a Men-
noni te C h u r c h in A lbuque rque to discuss a 
possible merger . Sand ia is presently with-
out full t ime pas to ra l leadership. Rev. 
W a r r e n H o f f m a n is serving as inter im 
pas to r . 
C y r u s and Minn ie Winger celebrated 
their golden wedding anniversary recently 
at a recept ion held in the Fel lowship Hal l 
of the U p l a n d Brethren in Chr is t C h u r c h . 
A p p r o x i m a t e l y 200 guests ga thered to 
honor the Wingers , who were mar r i ed in 
Hat f ie ld , Pennsylvania , on Dec. 28, 1926. 
They have resided in Ca l i fo rn ia for 39 
years . T h e event was hosted by their chil-
dren, Ar lene Winge r of C u c a m o n g a , M r . 
and M r s . Benton Lyt le of Sepulveda and 
M r . and M r s . Dennis Winger of H o u s t o n , 
Texas . A n o t h e r daugh te r , Phyll is , passed 
away 14 years ago. They also have 6 
g randsons and one g r a n d d a u g h t e r . 
M r . and M r s . Winger were miss ionar ies 
to N o r t h e r n Rhodes ia ( Z a m b i a ) f r o m 1927 
to 1936. Both a t tended Messiah College, 
g r a d u a t i n g with the class of '26. 
H o n o r e d guests a t the reception were 
M r s . R u t h Linkle t te r of C a n a d a , and M r s . 
J a c o b M y e r s and M r s . C a r r o l Hendr i cks , 
sisters of M r s . Winger and both f r o m 
Pennsy lvan ia . 
Births 
Albrecht: A r j a - L i s a , born J a n . 27, to 
Dr. and M r s . H a r o l d Albrech t , R o s e b a n k 
congrega t ion , O n t . 
Bender: Dust in Eric, born J a n . 28, to 
Steve and Ne lda Bender , M t . P leasan t 
congrega t ion , Pa . 
Huber: A n d r e w Michael , born Feb. 1, to 
M r . and M r s . E lwood H u b e r , Pequea con-
grega t ion , P a . 
Hunt: J a m e s David , born J a n . 22, to 
M r . and M r s . Bob H u n t , R o s e b a n k con-
grega t ion , O n t . 
Justice: J a m e y Lynn , born J a n . 21, to 
Ter ry and Pa t sy (Al l red) Just ice , Phone ton 
congrega t ion , Ohio . 
Keeport: Bryan Dale , born J a n . 25, to 
M r . and M r s . Robe r t Keepor t , Pequea 
congrega t ion , Pa . 
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Kreider: Michae l Wayne , born Dec. 4, 
to M r . and M r s . W a y n e Kreider , Pequea 
congregat ion, Pa . 
N i x : A n d r e a Lea, born Dec. 21, to M r . 
and M r s . L e R o y Nix, Sherks ton congre-
gat ion, Ont . 
Rafferty: Tesha Lynette , born July 18, 
to M r . and M r s . Jay Raffer ty , Sherks ton 
congregat ion, Ont . 
Schreier: Hea the r Lynn, born M a r c h 5, 
1976, to Dave and Cindy Schreier , M t . 
View congregat ion, Co lo rado Spr ings con-
gregat ion, Colo . 
Young: Reuben J a m e s Brian, born Dec. 
28, to M r . and Mrs . Buddie Young, 
Sherks ton congregat ion, Ont . 
Waymire: S a r a El izabeth, born Dec. 7, 
to Char le s and Elizabeth W a y m i r e , Fai r -
view congregat ion, Oh io . 
Wilson: Sandy Lynn, born Dec. 28, to 
Richard and Gladys (Clepper) Wilson, 
Mechan icsburg congregat ion, Pa . 
Weddings 
Kalenich-Herr: Lucy Kay, daughter of 
M r . and Mrs . Lloyd Her r , and J a m e s , son 
of Mrs . M a r i e S. Kalenich, and the late 
George Kalenich, both of Lancas te r , Pa. , 
Dec. 4, in the Pequea Brethren in Chr is t 
Church with Rev. Gera ld Winger t offi-
ciating. 
Landis-Brenner: Terr i L., daughter of 
M r . a n d M r s . H a r l a n F . B r e n n e r , 
Cones toga , Pa . , and Gregory A. , son of 
M r . and Mrs . J ay E. Landis , Lancas te r , 
Pa. , Oc t . 23, in the Pequea Brethren in 
Chr is t Church with Rev. Gera ld Winger t 
officiating. 
Obituaries 
Husick: Geo rge A. Husick , born Apri l 
27, 1953, in the Nason Hospi ta l , Pa. , died 
Feb. 11, 1977. H e was the son of George 
and Eileen Husick who survive. H e is also 
survived by his wife, Beverly; a son; three 
brothers; and his ma te rna l g r a n d m o t h e r . 
T h e funera l service was conducted in the 
M a s o o d Funera l Chape l , Sax ton , Pa . , with 
Rev. E. M a r t i n Bair officiating. In te rment 
was in the I O O F Cemete ry . 
Moore: Rache l L. M o o r e , born M a y 4, 
1892, in Sax ton , Pa. , died J a n . 19, 1977. 
She was the daugh te r of J a m e s and Loret-
ta M . Miller . She was marr ied to Clarence 
M o o r e who preceded her in dea th . She is 
survived by three children: Vernon, M r s . 
C o r a B r u m b a u g h , and M r s . El izabeth 
Bursey; eleven grandchi ldren; 35 great-
grandchi ldren; three grea t -grea t -grand-
children; a sister; six half brothers ; and two 
half sisters. T h e funeral service was con-
ducted in the M a s o o d Funera l Chape l with 
Rev. E. M a r t i n Bair officiating. In t e rmen t 
was in the Bunker Hill Cemete ry . 
Nicholson: Mrs . A d a F. Nicholson , 
born M a y 22, 1885, in Somerse t Co. , Pa . , 
died J a n . 5, 1977, in the Nason Hosp i t a l , 
Roa r ing Springs, Pa . She was the daugh-
ter of M r s . Bennet t Holl iday. In 1904, she 
was marr ied to A r t h u r Nicholson who 
preceded her in dea th in 1962. She is sur-
vived by a son, Char les ; a g randdaugh te r ; 
three great -grandchi ldren; and a half 
sister. T h e funera l service was conducted 
in the M a s o o d Funera l Chape l with Rev. 
E. Mar t i n Bair officiating. In te rment was 
in the Methodis t Cemete ry , Russellville, 
Pa . 
R i f e : M r s . R u t h A . R i f e , 
Mechanicsburg , Pa. , died Feb. 5, 1977, in 
the Seidle M e m o r i a l Hosp i ta l . She was 
born July 29, 1902, in Mechanicsburg , P a . 
She is survived by her husband , R a y m o n d 
W . Rife; two sons: Earl W . and R a y m o n d 
W. , J r . ; two daughters : M r s . G o r d o n 
Schneider and M r s . Donald Bador f ; a 
brother ; a sister; 12 grandchi ldren; and two 
grea t -grandchi ldren . She was a m e m b e r of 
the Mechan icsburg Brethren in Chr is t 
Church and W M P C . The funera l service 
was c o n d u c t e d in the M e c h a n i c s b u r g 
Church with Rev. Char les R. Burgard offi-
ciating. 
Sheetz: T a r a Lynn, Co lumbia , Pa . , born 
Dec. 21, 1976, died Feb. 3, 1977. She was 
the daughte r of Mr . and M r s . Ter ry Sheetz 
who survive. The funeral service was con-
ducted by Rev. Gera ld Winger t in the 
Pequea Brethren in Chr is t C h u r c h . Inter-
ment was in the Pequea cemetery. 
Wenger: D. Ray Wenger , Annvil le, Pa . , 
died Feb. 18, 1977, at the age of 58, in the 
Har r i sburg Hosp i ta l . H e was the son of 
Daniel and Ida Boyer W e n g e r . H e is sur-
vived by his mo the r ; his wife, M a r y Zinn 
Wenger ; two sons: D. Ray , J r . , and Car l in ; 
three grandchi ldren; a b ro ther ; and two 
sisters. H e was a m e m b e r of the Fa i r land 
Brethren in Chr is t Church where he had 
taught Sunday school and served as church 
secretary for 25 years . H e also served on 
the Kenbrook Bible C a m p Board and on 
the At lan t ic Regional Confe rence Board of 
Directors . The funera l service was held in 
the Fa i r land Church with Rev. John R. 
Yeat t s , Bishop David C l imenhaga , and 
Rev. C la rk A . Hock officiating. Bishop 
Char l ie B. Byers gave a t r ibute to h im. 
In te rment was in the Fa i r land Cemete ry . 
Wert: Char les H . Wer t , Por t R o y a l , 
Pa . , died Feb. 4, 1977, in the Locust Grove 
Re t i rement Center , P a . Born July 30, 
1895, in Mi l le rs town, Pa. , a son of George 
L. and L a u r a Agnes Wer t . H e was m a r -
ried to M a u d e G. McVey who survives. H e 
is also survived by five daughters : M r s . 
Gladys Heister , Mrs . Doro thy M c F a d -
den, M r s . Jessie Greybill , M r s . M a r y 
Grose , and Mrs . Betty Aughey; two sons: 
W i l l i a m , C . M a r l i n ; a s i s t e r ; t h r ee 
brothers ; 20 grandchi ldren; 17 great -
grandchi ldren; and one grea t -grea t -grand-
child. A private funera l service was held in 
the Rex Funera l H o m e with Rev. Eugene 
Heidler and Rev. Don W e r t , g randson of 
the deceased officiating. In t e rmen t was in 
Newton H a m i l t o n Cemete ry . 
Correction: In the obi tuary of E than 
Kreider , ( J anua ry 10) we omit ted listing 
among the survivors his bro ther He rbe r t . 
Correction: The obi tuary of Pear l Y. 
Winger t ( January 10) should have included 
" she was mar r ied to Daniel H. Winger t 
who preceded her in dea th . She is survived 
by a step-son, Rev. N o r m a n Winger t , 
Reedley, Ca l i f . " 
— E d i t o r 
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Heard at NAE 
Obscenity, Not Pornography, 
Can Be Prosecuted 
A young Assistant U.S. attorney from western Ten-
nessee, Larry Parrish, challenged evangelical leaders to 
give guidance to those in local communities concerned 
about taking action against obscenity. Parrish spoke to the 
Board of Administration of the National Association of 
Evangelicals during their 35th Annual Convention in 
Arlington Heights, Illinois. 
Parrish pointed out that fighting "pornography" as the 
issue is difficult because it cannot be defined. Obscenity, 
however, has been defined by the Supreme Court and can 
be successfully combatted. The law defines obscenity in 
three parts: 1. that which is patently offensive, 2. that 
which appeals to the prurient interest, and 3. that which 
lacks serious artistic or political value. Parrish stressed the 
idea that a film or publication must be tested according to 
the Supreme Court definition. For conviction in court, 
proof must be supplied and, according to Parrish, that 
proof is not difficult to supply. He pointed to research 
studies, and writings of psychiatrists as just a few places to 
find evidence and case studies on the results of obscenity 
on individuals and society. 
Parrish maintained that, contrary to what many evan-
gelicals may believe, the church has an obligation to 
promote high public standards, not to police private 
morality. " W e Christians tend to announce that obscenity 
is bad because 'God said s o , ' " he stated, "expecting the 
secular world to accept that reason alone. The public is fed 
up with the situation today and frustrated about where to 
go from here," Parrish concluded. "Christians have the 
obligation to help provide that direction, to explain the 
effect of growing obscenity on individuals and on so-
ciety." 
* * * 
Christians Said To Often 
Trivialize The Word 
Rev. Don Moomaw, pastor of Bel Air Presbyterian 
Church in Los Angeles, challenged evangelical leaders at 
the N A E 35th Annual Convention to use the New Testa-
ment church as the model and measure for the church 
today. 
" M y premise," Moomaw stated, "is that the Word of 
God written and living, is the Christian's infallible authori-
ty for guidance toward an effective, purposeful, happy, 
serviceable, God-honoring life. However, my question is 
how many of us are really open to be guided by the Word. 
We have often trivialized the Word by making it relate to 
relatively safe issues such as Sunday worship observance, 
drinking, adultery, divorce—issues which are black and 
white to most of us. We evangelicals have been negligent in 
following the Word in areas of ethics and social practice. 
"We talk about winning the world for Christ, while we 
judge, criticize and ignore the poor, destitute, socially 
scarred individuals who live next door, down the street or 
across town," he said. "We follow the Word in condemn-
ing divorce and disintegration of the home, while at the 
same time our own homes reek with abusive legalism and 
dehumanizing lovelessness. We follow the Word in preach-
ing the "good news to the poor" while we ignore the forces 
of injustice which keep the poor poor. 
"We need today to grasp the radical life-judging, spirit-
lifting Word of God," Moomaw concluded, "with all its 
demands and difficulties, its power and provision for all 
our lives and the lives of all humanity." 
Mission Leaders Say Short Term Programs 
A Healthy Development 
The rapid growth in the number of short term mission-
aries is a healthy trend, according to a panel of mission 
leaders assembled at the National Association of Evan-
gelicals national convention. 
A desire on the part of students to find out if they can 
handle the rigors of missionary life is the major reason to-
day's students are choosing to spend one or two years over-
seas rather than making a lifetime commitment to mission 
work, according to the panel members. This desire for 
short term commitment is also a reflection of the rapid 
change in American culture. 
"Very few individuals are committing themselves to any 
organization for a lifetime," said David Howard, director 
of Inter Varsity's Urbana missionary conference. 
Ultimately, both students and mission boards benefit 
from short term service. Students find out if they are gifted 
in the area of missions and 26 percent of all short termers 
go on to choose full time service under a mission board. * * * 
"Family Disaster," A Problem, 
Even In Christian Homes 
The director of a family welfare agency in Chicago told 
evangelical leaders that "family disasters" are happening 
in Christian churches. Speaking before the Evangelical 
Social Action Commission and the Women's Fellowship 
at NAE's 35th Annual Convention, Doris Wheeler, execu-
tive director of the Evangelical Child and Family Agency, 
said that Christian families whose members are out of 
fellowship with God and with each other create and court 
disaster. 
She indicated that in many Christian family situations 
there is the tendency to reverse or confuse parental roles in 
marriage according to the biblical patterns. When a Chris-
tian mother is outside the home most of the week in an 
equal career, it ought to be questioned," she indicated. 
"We need to get back to the woman of Proverbs 31," she 
said, speaking from the counseling experience of the 
agency. Mrs. Wheeler related disaster to the breakdown of 
authority in the home. Such breakdowns often help con-
tribute to such severe problems as early teenage preg-
nancy, divorce and even a total lack of love between family 
members. 
